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== nracrically unknown to Scandinavians before

ndividual travellers in the 17008

== extraordinary insights into the country’s geo-
spulation, but these had long beer forgotten.

ssotzen were the legendary mediaeval sources

by Marco Polo, whose vivid chronicles are from

LLLMLE

guarter of the same century. The three hiaxd been sent
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report on the Mongols in their homeland
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Europe in 1241, and whaose
nsion through Asia left traces
ral power. With the demise of

Khantin the late 13008, however, Mon-

Tz oI e LT
goliz soon 48 2d from the world's political scene and
was absorhed fivst by the Ming and later the Qing Chinese

fmperniz-dynastic realms. In the words of Walther Heissig:
The polinically rainted mediaeval image of the Mongaols

=y ;::“_g ished into travesty. The great powers of
na turned the former niling Mongols into
besipless clients, arn:l the West forgot all abour them" (1980a,

Accounts from the frontier

Our contemporary knowledge of Mongolia, and the devel-
opment of relations between Mongolia and Scandinavia,
took their beginning in the late 1800s. The history of these
relationships was rooted in the European mercantile ex-
pansion in the East and was moulded by the thinking of
the Enlighrenment. This was a time of discovery and ex-
ploration which anticipated the industrial revelution in
most European countries, most definitely so in Scandi-
navia. Early contacts went via Russia, which was consid-
ered the most progressive vehicle for Europiean expansion
at the tme; the first reports on Mongoelia proper were thus

testimonies from the Russian frontier,
The growing European trade interest in Russia in the
i7oos and subseguent explorations of the froritier
in Siberia gave way to studies of Mongelia to investi-
ihi o trade routes to China via Russia. To
the riches of her country ta Euro-
eans, the Empress Catherine i1 and the Russian Academy

ngaged Cerman scholars to partcipate in ex-

= TRmGie Cormers of the Empire. Among

Tiiner physician Peter Simen Pallas {1741~
18 who participarad in expeditions bebween 1720 and
1774 2nd reporied his observations and finds e the Acade-
my. from wiich they weie Grouiated o iEarmed socienies in
Europe { Heissig 108ab, 103-303) From the late 1770500, 2
miliarity with Mongelian calture and history, in Scand
iiavia asin other pares of Europe, was promoted by Pallas
seminal work, Sammiung von Historichen NaChnchien uber die
mongolischen Vilkerschaften, published between 1776 and 1801
a-comprehensive monograph, with abundant copperplate

illustrations, on the West Meongolan tribe known in Ea-
rope as the Kalmyks, the Dzungarians or the Olet, and by
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The front-page of
Danish physician
Hans 5. Kaarsberg's
account of his
journey across the
Russian steppes

and his stay
among the
Kalmyks in 1892,
The title reads in
English: Across the
Steppes and among
the Kalmyks on
Horsebock and by
Troiko.

the Mongols by their confederated name the Oirat.: Thes
homeland was [1i in the vast steppe region south west ¢
the Altai Mountains in East Turkestan, in present-day Xin-
jflang. Pallas did not actually go to Ili, but to the locationis
southern Russia on the steppes between the rivers Don ans
Volga, where the Oirat had settled after a long exodus fro=
1li in 1636, In 1771 about 200,000 of them returned to thes
native land, while approximarely 65,000 remained in Rus—
sia. This group was the object of Pallas' studies, and soms
hundred and twenty years later a Danish physician by the
name of Hans S. Kaarsberg (1854-1924) visited the settls
ment on his journey across the Russian steppes. His obser
varions were publishied in Danish in 189z as Gennem Steppe-
ne o blandt Kalmykkerne til Hest og med Trespard.: From thas
journey Kaarsberg broughr 27 Kalmyk objects to the Daniss
National Museurn, founding the earliest collection of Mo
golian objects in Denmark.®

Early Scandinavian reports on the Oirat also stem froes
Swedish officers, who were taken prisoner along wits
Finnish soldiers after the defeat to Russia of the Swedis®
Karl XII ar Poltawa in 1709; they later came into contass
. One of the Swedish officers, ]. G. Renat
SPENC 17 years as a privileged prisoner among the local ne
biliry (Aalto 1989, g5}, Upon his release in 1733, he returnes
to Sweden, accompanied by four Qirars. He brought bad

with the Oirat

reports and remarkable insights into the lives and organs
zation of the tribe, as well as ethnographic objects and loc=S
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s in Haslund's book Zajagan (1935, 122-127)
of Renat's account contributes to the
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B ————omiction of the history of the Torgut, one of
= d Oirar tribes, A similar experience was
e Finnish prisoners of war, Ph. | von

e who spent 13 years ds a cartographer in
B == == return (o Finland in 1730 he published a
1 earacat i .._LLiunar}' along with comprehensive

'1';,' accounts from Mongolia proper

went on long excursions into northern
communicated with European scholars
his studies of Mongolian and Tibetan,
ars followed suit, but from the mid-

Castrén whose comprehensive studies
et s the basis for future Finnish philologists
B e == ment of the Finno-Ugrian Society in
Society launched various expedi-
lier of which were dedicated to
B & = Oskhon inscriptions; eventually. deci-
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phered by the Danish philologist Vilhelm Thomsen in 1893,
From the early 1900s on, the philologist and explorer .
Ramstedt and hisstudents conducted studies in Mongolia,
securing the continuation of studies in Finland of Mongo-
lian language, folklore and archaeclogy (ibid., 99-100)
When the famous Swedish-Finnish explorer C. G, Manner-
heim (1867-1951) - later Interim Regent of Finland - plan-
ned his journey through Inner Mongolia and Xinjiang in
1906-1908, it was Ramstedt who offered him practical ad-
vice and the Finno-Ugrian Society which financed his col-
lecting activities. In reality Mannerheir, as an officer in
the Russian Army, was sent on a mission to assess the Chi-
nese military power in the region, To cover up his true mis-
slon Mannerheim was instructed to travel as an explorer

and collector of scientific material (Lahdentausta et al
1999, 8: Varjola 1099, 64). The archaeological and ethno-
graphic objects collected by Mannerheim now reside in the
Natignal Museum (Museum of Cultures) in Helsinki, Fin-
land; armong these are fifty everyday abjects from the small
group of Torgut Mongols of Khara Shar in Xinjlang, visited
by Mannerheim in 1goy, and an ebject of study for Haslund

sOTme twenty years later,
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-z in 1922, photographed by Danish telegrapher K. A, Albertsen who was on a maintenance mission throdgh
rzp-fine, built by the Danish company The Great Northern and completed in 1899. Photo: K. A, Albertsen, 1922

Morigolia 1o regair U 1aSegrs

With egard to Norwegian-Mongolian relations, infor-
mation on Mongoia in b riy twentieth century came
from two sources: a2 Norwegian botanical expeditioh sent

n 1914; and the mis-

to the Sibemian-Mongona

izn mission in Urga.

By the mid-1800s Russian expeditions 1o Mongolia had
ices of the Imperial

hosted more than

".E’.a;s? quarter of
the century (Neklindov 1985, S8g-gg). The lannching and
learned

travels of the exp
societies all over
nal of the Danis
a letter from a Danish telegrapher, E

depicts the situation in Siberia

ditions to north-_rn $iberia where the Russians are raciing
4 China to

nd Tibet

have ]}Eﬂl‘l launched this summer" (Hansen 1877, 44). The

leaders of these expeditions, properly intreduced 1o the
Danish readers in Fmil Hansen's letter, were C. N. Potanin
and N. M. Przevalsky, both explorers of great renown. "The
ar large

time is coming”, Hansen explains, “when China

opens up to the European civilization. As we see it [} it will
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happen over land and not like earlier from the sea”, Conse
guently, the main object of Potanin's expedition, we lear=8
from Emil Hansen, was to obtain information on Monge
lia's production and trade with China, and on the prospecs
of improving the Russian trade in the area. "Scientifically™
Emil Hansen continues, “the ethnographic investigarions
need our full attention [...| in regard to the different indigs
nous peoples to be visited along the routes: among thess
the Mongols, the Kalmyks, and the Djugarians etc.” {ibic
The travel accounts from these expeditions, along with th
scientific reports from A, M. Pozdneev and P. K. Kozlov, an
later that of B. Viadimirstov, were read by scientists ans
commercial institutions as well, and became influential &8
European expeditions and other travellers to the regios
The contributions of these explorers to early Mongolia
studies are duly regarded as pioneering, as are the rich cof
lections brought back by them to the museum at the Fuss
sian Academy of Sciences in St, Perersburg.
By the late 18o0s knowledge of Mengolia relied on at
counts such as the ones mentioned above, now suppl
mented by reports from citizens living in Siberia am=
nerthern Ching, where many entrepreneurs and business
es had established themselves, as had Danish companies
Up to the Bolshevik revolution in 1917, the relationship bes




et PROto: K. A Albertsen, 1922,

a and Denmark was characterized by strong
s tnterests. The need for better integration of the
N e Sererogeneous emplire caused the Russian state to
ST =nnTmIoUs projects in agriculture, commerce, and

SEmmE—Sions; a development inwhich Danish compa-

= s oered with particular success in Siberia (Jensen
S s om lomizen) 1079, 45-57; Sohn 200z Larsen 2007),
SN Soess companies operated on many different fromics

e we Lrge investments,” and included the Siberian
Semmens  £3iries and dairy production equipment), E. L.
SN —e=menii and construction), the East Asiatic Com-
= =y the Transatlantc Company and the Rus-
= Teaens Cemipany (goods). Most of the trade was han-
= == Denmark but it is estimated that by 1917 some
smmme sone Danich men and women had settled in Siberia,
Serse ———=zniss pi
B warh buicheries, fur companies, dairies, etc,

anned to extend their business into

e ==meen & Heinberg 1950-51 11, 284),

= & East Asiatic Company (BK), present in Asia
= '.:_: 18cos on, and the Danish Creat Northern
SeS=——ue Company, worked on both frontiers in Russia

Northern-obtained concessions from

=== - I C-_‘E‘:‘_;‘l tethe alreacﬁy-staned telegraph line

e == of The Creat Morthern in Khiakta in Siberia, the end point of the Peking Khiakta telegraph ling, initiated by the company
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between St. Petersburg and Viadivostok with connecting
lines from China and Japan respectively (Kamp, Hansen &
Heinberg, 1g50-51 111, 243-247; Jacobsen 1997), The first of
these was successfully completed in 1872, The overland line
from Peking to Khiakta, inaugurated in 1893, ran through
Mongolia, an entrépreneurial activity which brought the
company - and Mongolia proper - into the picture in earn-
#st. Delayed by the Sino-Japanese war in 1894 and the dev-
astations which this caused, the line was completed in
1899, The work was headed by the Danish engineer H.C.
Schiern (1853-1917). Initially employed by the Great North-
ern in China in 1884, Schiern was transferred to the Chi-
nese Telegraph Administration, from which he took charge
of allland-lines in Manchurla; Korea, and northern China
The stretch of 1658 km was laid out with fifteen poles per
kilometre and ran over hilly steppes, through the Gobi
Desert, over mountain terrains and came to mark out the
overland road used ever since by travellers, including the
early Danish explorers, betwean Peking and the Mongolian
capital Urga.

The employees of these companies, particularly the
Creat Northern, regularly reported their observations from
their stations on the Mongolian frontiers to the Danish
public in newspapersand in the Journal of the Royal Dan-
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Horthern's telegraph poles ran across the steppe through

ner and Qoter Mongolia

“iegraph line across Mongolia was managed by the
Telegraph Administration. In the wake of the political tui-

iter Mongotia claimied its independence in 1911, the line was
i Cmingse soldiers then by White Russlans and
poies had Z replaced. Photos: K. A Albertsen; 1922,
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Danish telegraphers Harboe and Langebeak, both employed at the telegraph station in Urga,
in the company of two Khalkh ladies. Like Albertsen, Langebak enjoyved taking photos of the
local pepulation, a fair number of which is kept In the Danish National Museum’s archives
Photo: n.n. Langebaek, 19211-1922;

Telegrapher K, A Albertsen in his well-packed car ready for the repair-mission in 1922
Photo: K. A, Albertsen, 1922,




shical Society, as was the case with the earlier

od letters from Emil Hansen in Omsk, Browsing

he issues of the Society's journal from around the
he century, among the otherwise dominant Polar-

exploration sul

jects one finds regular reports from China
and siberia written by the staff of Danish enterprises. The
articles differ from the usual reports on scientific travel and

exploration in their enthusiastic promotion of the region.

siberia - otherwise best known as Russia's prison camp feg
criminals and dissidents - was praised for its abundance of
natural minerals. Its forests and game and the prospects
for trade, industry, and agriculture were emphasized, Al-
though “scientifically” oriented towards the conventional
geographical knowledge advocated by the Society, these ar-
ricles tend avertly towards the trends of the time: growing
international trade and subsequent industrial expansion



A Khalkh family outside
their yurt near the capi-
tal of Quter Maongalia,
Lrga. "It is a strange
state; Khalkha Mongo-
lia", writes Danish tele-
arapher Alfred Schéne-
beck, "It is the only one
in the world that has no
pErManant settlements
and no cities. The Mon-
gels live the nomadic
life in small parties-all
year round [...] so no
villages arise" {1911, 290-
201}, "Khalkha" Mangolia
carried the name of the
daminant Mangolian
group in the region.
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WNieE==e: 1962, 13; Christiansen 2005, 59). The first article on
WESmesta proper to reach the Society's readers appeared in
Sm= Inwas written by Alfred Schonebeck, a regular con-
S=iwetor 1o the Ceographical Journal between 1906 and
ssis siationed by the Great Northern in the Mongolian
Semtier towT, Khiakta, “the Siberian Venice”, as he called it
sme= 282-298), Schonebeck congidered Mongolia's demand
== =fependence from China in 1911 an important occa-
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sion for presenting Danish readers with more thorouss

infermation on the courntry; but, he argued, one had 1o te
critical of the existing sources:

There exist various older and more recent, particitlariy
Raussian, travel accounts of Mongolia, and in these the read-
ers will find interesting pictures of the scenery of the coun-
try, the customns and manners of the peoples, their religion
and culture, etc, Mongolia asan entity, however, is still un-
known territory, The various expeditions that have pane-
trated over time its inner areas, have only reporred on the
road they themselves have taken, and have therefore only
managed to shine a faint sidelight on the darkness of the
map [...] Of the untraveled and remote areas ore can only
speak with great uncertainty, [...| One aspect which almast
all travellers have left out is the living conditions of the pop-
ulation, and yet these are worthy of our attenition, asis the
whole future destiny of Mongolia (Schénebeck 1912, 290

During the following decade knowledge of Mongolia and
its population grew as reports came from the increasing
number of Westerners, including Scandinavians, who tra-
versed the country on expeditions, as adventurers, scien-
tists, missionaries, merchants and entrepreneurs. In the
meantime, the declaration of independence in 1911 - one
year before the fall of the Qing Empire — had precipitated
Meongolia's appearance on the global political scene: a5 a
buffer zone squeezed in between the expansionist powers
Russia, japan, and China in the East, a development began
that brought radical changes to the political boundaries in
the entire region over the next four decades. Eriormous po-
litical changes had been sweeping over Inner Asia ever
since the mid-1800s and had initiated decades of political
Crisis,

It was amidst this critical situation that a group of
Danish adventurers, including our protagonist, made their
appearance in 1923, Before we proceed with the account of
their extraordinary enterprise in Mongelia, we need to take
a look at the region they entered and recognize the effects
of the colossal political changes that had been takin g place
since the early 1900s. The complex political turmoil out-
lined below formed the backdrop for the group of Danish
pioneers who set out to claim a piece of Mongolia and turm
itinto a Danish colony,
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Mongolia 1911-1924°

When Khalkha Mongolia claimed its independence from
China in 1911, the futare of the country was uncertain.
Since 1654 Mongolia had been part of the Manchu (Qing)
Empire, which included all Mongolians living in the impe-
rial territories north of China proper. The area most remote
from the seat of power in Peking was labelled Outer Mon-
golia and covered roughly the territory of the present state
of Mongolia, The south-eastern region populated by Mon-
gols was labelled Inner Mongolia and formed a narrow
crescent-shaped borderland, stretching from the north east
in Manchuria to Alashan in the south west, The lnner
Mongolian area is bounded in the north by the Gobi Desert
and in the south by the Great Wall of China. In 1911 this re-
gion counted a population of about one million agricultur-
alists and animal herders, Outer Mongolia’s much smaller
population, about 6oo,000 souls, lived mainly as herders
on the open steppes,

Outer Mongolia was ruled by Mongol princes in heted-
itary offices and by representatives of the Buddhist Church
with a status eqguivalent to that of the princes. As a country
subject to indirect rule it was relatively independent, but
ultimately it was controlled by Chinese governors, The
enormous area - the size of France and Cermany combined
- 'was divided into four provinces, so-called aimags. Innet
Mongolia had a similar system of local princely rule, but
with far more constraints from the Manchu authorities,
since the region was subject to direct political control by a
succession of representatives of the imperial government
who imposed various political restrictions.

During the 1goos economic exploitation, heavy raxa-
tion and the plans of the imperial authorities to colonize
the land of the herders stirred up strong anti-Chinese feel-
ings. The Chinese Empire had itself gradually crumbled
from within after the Opium Wars in the middle of the
18oos. The ensuing epoch of Unequal Treaties™ forced up-
on the nation by foreign powers brought the Empire to its
knees, Republican activities had been going on for some
time, and in October 1911 they finally led to the fall of the
Chinese Empire, Two months later, an independent move-
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ment spearheaded by Mongol feudal princes rook advan-
tage of the weakness of Imperial China and seized power
in Urga. Backed by the poor herders, the Buddhist Church
arid others who had long engaged in riots against the Chi-
nese in Urga and other big cities, théy simply declared
themselves independent: on the throne they installed the
eighth Jebtsundamba Khutuktu - a living god and a rein-
rarnation of a divine of Tibetan origin who by the age.of
five had been recognized as a spiritual descendant of
Ghinggis Khan,

During the outhreak of the Bolsheyvik revolution in 1917,
the conservative Mongol princes grew nervous about the
politics of their Russian friends and turned back to China
for help. However, Republican China had never stopped
claiming its right to all of Mongolia and subsequently sent
military forces to Urga in 1919 to remove the Khutuktu
from the throne. In 1920, however, the Chinese soldiers had
to Teturn to China because of internal problems. In the
power vacuum that followed in Mongolia, the White Russ-
ian Baron Ungern-Sternberg seized power in Urga with his
terrorizing army of fleeing White Russians and a few thou-
sand sympathizers of mixed origin - Mongolians, Tibetans,
Japanese, and others — who expelled the remaining Chi-
riese. Now followed a year of terror, until the Russians, that
is, the Bolsheviks, came to the rescue of Urga in 1921 and
reinstalled the Khutukiu, who remained head of state until
his death in 1924, This event marked the year of the second
Mongolian revolution. A treaty between the Soviet Repub-
lic. and the revolutionary regime in Mongolia was signed
in Moscow, securing Mongolian sovereignty in all national
matters and full Mengolian independence. In a Chinese-
Russian treaty of 1921, however, the Soviet regime declared
that “Outer Mongolia is an integral part of the Republic of
China and respects China's sovereignty therein”,” But the
presence of Soviet Russia and its influence on Mongolian
politics continued throughout the next few decades, The
triie masters in Mongolia were the Russians, despite
protests from the Chinese government.

According to the British mongolist Charles Bawden, the




S=s=mament of a socialist society took its beginning -as
et underwent two distinet revolutions between
s o= tagy The fimst, which resulted in the declaration
O mfesendence, was essentially a nationalistic movement,
=mes erely at the removal of Manchu authority. The se-
s was inspired by the Russian example, Was carried out
mmmes Smscian guidance and control, and was the prelude
== semind of profound chiange” (1089, 189).

The wider geopolitical scenario was dominated by the
Sewes strezezie that Russia had been waging with Japan
S5he= 15e e 1Boos to gain 4 foothold in the East, with
S providing a buffer zone between the two. The
===y of 1560 zave Russia suzerainty over Mongolia, and
e tme ety of 1898 between Russia and China, Russia

= = Sothold in the Liodong Peninsula and laid claim
@ ahe Sochour at Port Arthur (Linshun),

T5e fapanese for their part had been on the move on
== =enand since their successes after the Sino-Japanese
W= 1=es 895, when they had seized Formosa (Taiwan).
= smaden japanese attack on the Russian fleet in Port
S I 1004 instigated the Japanese-Russian War of

SCANDINAVIAN EXPLORERS IN MONGOLIA =7

1504-1905 and led to a devastating and very humiliating
defeat for the Russians, who were ousted from the Liodong
Peninsula.“ At this point the Japanese obtained access not
only to the peninsula, but also to Korea, and eventually to
China (Manchuria) in 1931,

In short, after the revolution of 1g11, the Mongols
wanted tounite all their populations in the Inner and Out-
&7 regions in one Mongolian nation, But in this the Bolshe-
viks were of no help; they continued to support the old di-
visions and let the Chinese nationalist movement take re-
sponsibility for Inner Mongelia. The Republican Chinesa
government for its part never stopped claiming all of Mon-
golia; it insisted on the Chinese-Russian agreement of 1921
which secured Chinese sovereignty over Mongolia, leaving
Inner Mongelia as part of Republican China, as it is today.
In1g24 Outer Mongolia was declared an independent Peo-
ple’s Republic - and aleng with Tannu Tuva became the
first states outside the Soviet Union to gain such a status.

In reality they were both satellite states under the Soviet
Union.

street scene
fram Urga
with view to
the Gandan
monastery in
the horizon,
PFhoto: K. A.
Albertsen,
1922,
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Four Danish pioneers on their way to claim land in Uriankhai in North West Mangolia, in May 1923. They passed through the Chinese wall
in Kalgan with enormous loads of baggage for the coming farm experiment, With the help af "15 carts, an equal number of Chinese and
45 horses”, according to-Carl Krebs, the leader and intiator of the project, they reached the capital Urga after 54 days. Phote: Carl Krebs, 1925,

The group of four Daneés in the Chinese city Tiensien, From the left
is Carl Krebs, always refarred to as "Chief™, Haslund, the youngest
nicknamed “Kiddi"; Tage Birck, nicknamed "Tot™; and finally Kaj
Bargstram, "the Buffale”. The two remaining members, the farmer
Erik 1sager and Carl’s brother Ove Krebs, joined the party later on
Apart from the pioneering spirit and jowvial tone of the group, their
praject was a serious matter. A cantract had baen drawn up before-
hand and each had invested the sum of DKK 5,000.% The group had
been carefully composed with réspect to a strict division of labour
with long preparation and training in Denmark, England and Ameri
ca: Haslund, Birck and |sager had studied farming, Borgstram mer-
cantile relations, Ove Krebs mining and censtruction, while Carl
himself, with his intimate knowledge of the région and fluency in
Russian, was the organizer and principal figure vis-a-vis the
authorities: Photo: Carl Krebs, 1923
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I - v th later, 1 r via Siberia and Ove [rom America.
Se=sferment in no-man's-land € grony ateh et e R S Se
i The destination was the vast region of Uriankhai in north-
e s of emigrating to Mongolia and claiming a piece western Mongolia, more specifically a place called Bulgun-

R = 2 Donish colony was a vision fostered in the mind tal, south east of the great Lake Khovsgol, near present day

=== Deoish officer Carl Krebs, and the first men he re- Erdenebulgan in Khovsgol Province =
e Sor this enterprise were his soldier comrades from The party set out from Denmark on what they called

== —rtory academy of the Royal Cuards, from which  anexpedition; in reality it was an emigration project with

E 522 graduated in 1916, Haslund, who graduated in the aim of establishing a farm in Mongolia, If they were

=omg with Kaj Borgstrom, likewise a lieutenant from successful, as they of course hoped to be, the experimental

s=c=mv, were the first of the lucky five to finally ac- farm was to grow into a proper Danish settlerment. The four

ey Carl Krebs to Mongolia in 1923. The remaining men were pioneers in the exploration of the frontier-
1 comnted Tage Birck, a pelytechnic engineer and Erik region and the economic potential of farming.

== = Drmier from Jutland and the only member with When Carl Krebs had presented his visions for a Danish

B ==ary background. Carl's elder brother Ove Krebs settlement in Mongolia in a lecture at the Royal Danish

&= 2i=c an engineer by profession. The last two joined Geographical Society in 1921, the project had been exten-
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= map of the route of the Danish expedition from Kalgan to Bulguntal in the Wriankhal, The region was long considered a no-man's
] . The Dowsndany stones had been randomiy placed in the Sajan Mountains; to this we can add the frantier squabbles in the "Great Game”
e wsich 30 made Uriankhai "more than ever a master-less land” (Haslund-Christensen 1932, 9410).°
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sively covered by the press and hundreds of Danes had vol-
unteered to join him. World War | was over, and while Dan-
ish neutrality had spared the country major suffering, the
war had left no European country unaffected, economically
and otherwise, Except for a small elite** that had made for-
tunes producing goods for the belligerents, the economic

situation in Denmark was critical and unemployment was
high. The idea of migrating ro Mongolia was embraced en-
thusiastically. The volunteers saw it as a possibility in line
with the massive emigration that had gone on since the
tum of the century to the Americas and Siberia, the 50-
called "New America”. According to Krebs, the Danish im
migrants who had been thrown out of Siberia aftér the Bol-
shevik Revolution were potential members of the project
in Urtankhai. Backed by plans for an enterprise involving
commerce, agricultiyral production and a research station,
the project began to take form. With assistance from the
Rovyal Danish Ceographical Society and the Carlsberg Foun-
dation, which sponsored the equipment for various mete-
orolegical observations, and a partly free voyage provided
by @K (the East Asiatic Company) the pionéers left Copen-
hagen on 18 March 1923 to beard M5 Malaya in Amsterdam,
bound for Shanghai,

Carl Krebs (1889-1971) knew the region well. Originally
trained as a physician, he chose a military career and grad-
uated from the Academy of the Roval Cuards in 1916, as
mentioned earlier, After his military service Krebs ravelled
and worked extensively in Russia: In the aftermath of the
Revolution he experienced the early years of the rising
Seviet Union. With little interruption he remained in Rus-

_ HAFTE

A local herder's family, em-
ployed at the farm in Bulgur
tal, Differant Mongolian grol
livad in the area: Darhads,
Buriats and Khalkh, but also
many so-called Soyots (Tuve
ans) besides about 5,000 Ru
sian and Chinese settiers.
Photo: Carl Krebs, 1923-1936;

sia fromi 1916 until 1922, primarily in Siberla and along 1
Russian-Mongolian border in “Transbalkalia”, Initially, C
Krebs and his brother Ove Krebs had been sent out by t
Danish Foreign Ministry to look after the interests of Ai
trian prisoners-of-war in Russia, a task given to the Dan
Legation in Rossia Subsequently, Ove Krebs continued
Peking in 1919 to take charge of the Danish Legation for ¢
year, while Carl Krebs left for Siberia, where he joined
International Red Cross to do relief work in the pris
camps. During his stay, dramatically described in his me:
oirs (1937), he was able to travel throughour the region a
around Lake Baikal several times; he spent long peric
hunting in the vast forests and, like other travellers me
tioned, was struck by the wealth of natural resources a
the prospects for mining and farming in the area. On t
occasions he travelled to Peking on martters relating tot
relief work, and on these trips he traversed the 3000}
*by horse, automaobile, and rail” through Outer Mongo
to China. It was on these travels that he discovered the fi
tile steppe region called Bulguntal - “the Sable Plain” -
the local population, situated south east of Lake Khovss
by the river Egiin gol inside Mongelia proper.’s Accordi
to legend, the region around Bulguntal was consider
"lost land". In Krebs’ words “the area appeared to enjoy
unoccupied independence, and was a place where a cert:
"plasticity” reigned, as in many other areas during the d:

of the reviolution; in other words a place fit for our proje
1937, 106).

The total area of Uriankhai according to Krebs w
about 2000 sq km, located between the mountain rang




S===n 1o the north and Tannu-0la to the south. To the east,
wioere the two ranges diverge, the large Lake Khovsgol
S=rms a natural border, With its rich water sources and
e steppes, this place was ideal for agriculrure and cattle
S=mung, and the forested mountains were tich in game

wh Turs that were rated among the finest in the world
a=C ferched high prices at auction houses in the West,

According to Krebs, the Uriankhai region was approxi-
=asely the size of France and comprised a pepulation of
S0.000 - primarily local Darhad (or Darkhat) Mongols, Soy-
== Tuvenians) and Buriyat (Mongols), about 5,000 Russian
s=ttlers and some Chinese. Krebs had-attempted to ebtain
somcessions for parts of the area belonging to the Russians,
o=t despite close connections in the top ranks of the Russ-
= Revolution, these had been refused several times. Now
=& optad for the eastern plains on the Mongolian side and
Sopad for cooperation from the authorities in Urga, the
Z=zital of the recently independent Mongolia.

Ome month after they had set foot in Shanghai, Krebs
=2 his men found themselvesin Kalgan (Zhangjiakou) the
Zontier town between China and Inner Mongolia and an
E=portant stop on the old land route between Khiakta and
Fesing; as such it was a suitable starting point for their fur-
e journey. Since their arrival they had moved north-
wards and passed Tiensien and Peking. Everywhere they
s=fiad on the help of the network of Danish expatriates, es-
secially those on the staff of the Great Northem, who had
suided them through the local bureaucracy and enter-
t=in=d them with serles of dinner parties and tennis
==iches (Krebs 1923), Detailed critical information on the

_
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A Tirst méeeting on e Stenrs
berween the Danes and the
MDI"QGES! The '__'I:":EE‘-,.' drgsged
caupie on harseback and their
entourage are obviously iocal
Chahar Mongols of the very
land the Banes had just en-
tered: Phota; Carl Krebs, 1923

latest political developments in Urga was given to them by
A Bolletup-Serensentand K. A. Albertsen, " both telegraph-
ists of the company with special field experience from Utga.

The journey to Urga had initially been planned as an
automobile caravan, and 8o cars had been ordered to carry
the enormeus lead of equipment, In the end an alternative,
far less expensive solution was chosen; they hired “15 carts,
an equal number of Chinese and 45 horses” (Krebs 1937,
100) to transport the agricultural machinery - ploughs,
churns, centrifuges, harvesters, hunting gear, kitchen
utensils and the scientific apparatus donated by the Carls-
berg Foundation. One of the people waving goodbye on 14
July was Frans Aupgust Larson, a Swedish merchant origi-
nally sent to China in 1893 as a missionary. Larson was
something of a local celebrity, not only because of his mul-
tiple business talents, but equally for his successful assis-
tance on the British Consul C, W, Campbell's expedition to
north-eastern Mongelia in 1902, and his participation in
the American Marural History Museum'’s Third Central
Asian Expedition (1922-1923) led by Roy Chapman An-
drews;* for his fluency in Mongolian and Chinese; and for
his first-class knowledge of Mongol affairs. In 1920 he was
honoured for his role as an adviser to the Mongolian re-
gent, the Khutuktu, on Mongolian-Chinesge relations dur-
ing the turbulent years in the wake of the country's inde-
pendence, For his services he was granted the noble title
Ciin (Cung), which according to tradition allowed him to
be addressed as La Giin,* Larson Duke of Mongolia. Larson
had business in Urga and was expected to receive the pary
on their arrival, and to assist them further.
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The Swede Frans August Larton became a

valuable contact for the Danes, as he was
for many other Westerners in Morngaolia In
cluding Roy Chapman Andrews, on whose
expedition Larson was a member for &
number of years. Larson stands to the righ
with Granger in the middle and "Indiana
jones” Chapman Andrews to the left, Phot
K. A, Albertsen, 1922

Climblng over the high passes af Han
Deva beyond Kalgan, the party passed
this beautiful temple. Photo: Carl Krabs,
1923,




"Old Urga was a city of meonks”, writes Baa-
den (1989, 11). 1n 1823 Urga was indesd dom-
inated by Buddhist temples in alternating
Chinese and Tibetan style. Between these
buildings lay compounds of wooden Rouses
separated by palisades, and beyond these
thousands of felt yurts. The few larger
Russian-bullt wooden houses were centred
around the Byzantine Church. On the out-
skirts of the city on the southern bank of
the river Tola were the Candan Lamasery
and the Bogd's palace. In 1923 the city had
a population of 30,000, mainly lamas with
a mixed foreign population of Chinase,
Russian, American and Scandinavian mer-
chants, all living In separate neighbour-
hoods. Photo: K. A. Albertsen, 1922;

A market place in the Russian quarter af
Urga, The white wooden building to the
left is the Danish company Andersen &
Meyer with the Migjid |anralseqg temple ris-
ing in the horizon, "No other clty in the
world has Urga's make-up and we newly-
arrived were immensaly impressad. 4 col-
ourful mix of the utterly conservative East
side by side with telegraphs, telephanes,
autamobiles, and other masterworks of the
wiest. The Russian houses are scatterad
around the church with Byzantine domaes,
and enormous Buddhist temples range over
thousands of felt-covered tents”, Haslund
writes of their arrival in Urga (7932, 53-54).
Photo: K. A. Albertsen, 1922,

"Mongols on horseback, Chinese clad in
slippers, [ong-bearded Russians and
smiling Tibetans swarm betwaen the
paiisade-fenced compounds dressed in
fiying prayer flags. To the east lies the
Chinese Maimachin (neighbourhoad), a
piece of China, fram whase numerous
shops the sons of Han offer their goods
to passing Mongals®, Haslund continues
{1932, 54}, In the centre of the Maidari
festivals in Urga In 1922 , an exguisitely
beautiful Khalkh worman caught the eye
of the camera, Photo: K. A. Albertsen,
1922
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Once past the wall in Kalgan, the caravan climbed the
high passés beyond the city to reach the enormous steppe
50Mme 1200 metres above sea level, For the next 54 days the
men walked alongside the horse-drawn carts on a route
marked by the Great Nerthern's telegraph polesall the 1650
kilometres to Urga. On 18 September they entered the city
and Haslund wrote to a friend:

Finally we have reached our first goal, Urga - oras thie Mon-
gols call it Bogdo Kure (God's Monastery), It lies. at the fnot
of the Holy Mountain Bogde Ola (Cod’s Mountain) about
1200 m above the sea. Last night the sun sat between the
high mountain peaks and shone on Bodgo Ola’s forésted
hills and on the hundreds of golden temples and prayer
obelisks. Bogdo Gegen, “the living Buddha”, has his palace
here by the river Tola, The past two years have brought
many changes to Urga and Its holy places; now the five-
edeged star rules Urga and the 10,000 red-clad lamas live
isplated by the Bogd's palace |,..|, Our arrival in Urga was niot
particularly pleasant as 1 who had ridden ahead, was
caught and held prisoner for seven hours [...] Fortunately
everything has now changed and we have become the pets
of the government. The Ministers receive us kindly and
with interest, and the local newspaper has welcomed us and
calls us “bringers of culturs”. We live at Mr, Larsom's com-
fortable compound as his guests, Yesterday he celebrated
the six months since our departure fiom Penmark with a
dinner and a dange. There were fifteen of us from six differ-
ent natons present.*®

After two weeks the pioneers were ready to leave Urga and
head west. The necessary business contracts had been es-
tablished and documents hiad been signed by the Mongol
authorities securing them the right to farm, hunt, fish and
conduct trade in Bulguntal, To secure the economy of the
furure farm and its members, arrangements were made
with an American-Russian fur company in Urga for regular
deliveries of furs, which the Danes expected to buy from lo-
cal hunters, Thus prepared they packed their load on forty
ox carts and set out on a dramatic journey through the

leak landscape of the North West. They were held back for
weeks by the first winter storms and only arrived at their
destination on 18 November, eight months after their de-
parture from Denmark, and two months after they had left
Urga.

CHAPFTEHR

The first Christmas is celebrated in Bulguntal with local guests
attending. The |it up tree and Christmas carols accompanied on

banjo by Qve Krebs, or on the gramophone, may have made a
certaim impression. Carf Krebs and Borgstram to the left. Photo
Carl Krebs,; 1223

Life on the farm

Years later, life in Bulguntal was portrayed in the trave
logues published by the participants with egual doses
hardship, comradeship, and adventure, rendered in th
style of the popular travel literature of the 19205, The a
counts include the tribulations of getting there, followe
by descriptions of "life at the place” revolving around th
shared struggle, at first with nature and then with the cu
ture; the building -of two bleck heouses for shelter, the se!
ting-up of a farm and the first hard teil on the land, th
strange diet, the cold winters, the problems with the m:
chinery brought from Denmark, and finally meetings an
encounters with the native Mongolians and their wonde
at the cultural ways of the people. The first local Mongo!
to appear in the accounts are the hunters with whom bus
ness had to be established, then come others who worke
orl the farmas herders, cooks and assistants, among whot
many are described as friends, and as guides to the sw
rounding lands and forests and the social and religious 1it
of the local inhabitants. The depictions of Mongol assis
tants and friends avoid the usual Western prejudices of th
day about Mongols as people “hard to trust, dirty, and su
perstitious”, on the contrary emphasizing the Mongol
outstanding dexterity in hunting, riding, and herding, an
no legs their resilience and strength durinig long jourtiey,
The travel stories and memories (Borgstrem 1933 and 193
Haslund 1932 and 1943; Isager 1930 Krebs 1937) obviousl
reflect the concerns and interests of each author, whethe




S =m¢ mericulous descriptions of farm life and indige-
Vs Bushandry, the ultimate worty of constantly develop-
| = 2 securing life on the farm for the future, or humor-

e accounts of everyday life, alternating with ethno-
o descriptions and vivid reports from regular visits
'EE’,_E.'?“-.':LI'!I‘E temples and monasteries, as well as their
&= —oexistence with local Mongols. The descriptions of
== o= mix a general atmosphere of fronitier patriotism
Wi Bourpeois virtues and manners: the regular hoisting
=== Danish national flag, the celebration of the King’s
S—==v cthe Sunday rest, and the perfect Christmas party
&5 S=nes iacket and patent-leather shoes,
Te= rravelogues became immensely popular and the
| Sesisstecs in Denmark issued special youth editions of
ge—c" Inbonah and Borgstrom's Thiee Years on the Zobel
IS 5233 In the latter, Borgstrom describes empatheti-
2== 2: length the close relationships with the Mon-
weciing on the farm, and the regutar visits to the
‘Eﬂ ::::asrew. “Odocknacoreen” as he transcribes its
== = 2 comprehensive ethnographic description (1933,
= .:ra:: these visits Borgstrom obtairied 114 fine ob-
= & -he Narional Museum, all in accordance with the
+ made between Thomas Thomsen at the Ethno-
= Department and Kai Borgstrem back in Copen-
g S=inre thelr departure, to which end the National
e nad furnished Borgstrem with the sum of DKK
S of the objects are included in the catalogue sec-

Beiews of Krebs' book, A Dane in Mangolia (1937), pub-
S o year after his return to Denmark, pointed to the
& st individual who captured the imagination
B o= =e=cooc with descriptions of exciting and fearsome
sior= or so it was expressed by at least one Teviewer

Datly life on the
farm was first a
struggle of setming
up the farm and
toiling on the land
Later on technolog-
cal construchions

S A
e
L
such as the water-
whisel bettered the
conditions. Phato:
Carl Krebs, 1923-
1525,

in the Ugeskrift for Leeger {Weekly journal for Physicians). In
other words this was a portrait of a thoughtful personality
and a true leader:

The book derives irs value riot least from the image it gives
the reader - probably unconscicusly on the part of the
author - of 4 fully-Aedged, outstanding persomality with
masculine will, courage and protectiveness towards the
weak. Yet he is not solely the man of action, he hasa richly
Faceted mind, tie has dark moments and 2 rouch of melan-
choly in the midst of his life of action (Kuhn 1937, 1401~

1402},

Finally, a Danish nurse, Lena Tidemand, who koew Krebs
from the Red Cross relief work in the Ukraine, joined the
farm in 1927 and assisted Krebs in his medical work as a
nurse and midwife for about one year. During her stay she
sent series of articles to Danish ladies’ magazines on the
grave health problems of the Mongols, on the strange
habits she encountered, and on her passion for hunting.
Fortunately, she was also an putstanding photographer
who documented the local life of Bulguntal.

The initial urge to explore brought everyone safely
through the first exciting phase of setting up the farm and
planting the land, but after six months or so the enthusi-
asm gradually waned with the hardship and triviality of
the daily chores, which proved more tolerable for some
than for others. “One day is more oI less like the previous
one”, Haslund wrote to his friend in February 19245

Later, Haslund describes how he 15 sent out on trips 1o
explore the environment, to tunt or do business for the
farm, and can be away for months, travelling with Mengsl
assistants only. On these trips he learned o endure the




hardships of travelling on horseback over long distances, to
live the Mongolian way on a hunting diet, to stay overnight
with local Mongolians in their yurts, and to master ver-
nacular Mongolian, His curiesity and interest also prompt-
ed him to éxplore the surroundings. In the letter just men-
tioned, his priorities are clear; while the progress of the
work on the farm, the weather and the sporadic mail serv-
ice” are dealt with in barely one page, his description of a
lama séance’ whose purpose was to heal Haslund's friend

d assistant on the farm, a Buriat named Djalserai, takes
up the remaining seven pages. Dialserai had been doomed

= |

d violent death by a local shaman, and could

toa suds
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ved from this terrible fate by employing a lama
to undertake an exorcism, Haslund writes, and continues:

B e e =5 e e S R
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Lena Tidernand on her way to Bulguntal in
1927, Tidemand knew Krebs from the Red
Cross relief wark in Siberia. She joined the
farm in Bulguntal in 1927 and stayed for
one year. Photo! Lena Tidemand, 1927 Pri-

vate possession

Beautiful Khalkh woemen on a social call in
Lena Tidemand's cabin in Bulguntal. The
rough pioneering life amidst the Mongolian
wilderness is vividly deplcted in Lena Tide-
mand’s diaries accompanied by photos of
the farm and the vicipity. When it came to
the neighbaurs, the Mongolian herders, she
praised their hospitality, their hunting
skills and the women's beauty, “Back in
Denmark my thouwghts fly every day back to
Bulguntal. First of all they Iy to my lonely
paths in the farest. | do long greatly for the
free life of nature, bur the conditions, the
appalling dirty conditions; | do not long
for” (2009). Photo: Lena Tidemand, 1928,

Private possession

“It 18 not easy for a white man to be allowed to artend a
lama seance, Even Krebs, who has lived here for vears and
whose greatest wish it is, has never attended one”, Has-
lund’s description of the ritual, worthy of an entry in an
anthropologist's field notes, reveals his talent for detailed
ethnographic observation:

When we entered the yurt the lama sar naked in front of
the altarand até sothat it made him perspire intensely ks
When he had finally finished eating - it took a while = he
began to take out his exorcism equipment; a large drum
with painted images of all sorts of sorcery, fantasy animals
and demoris with flaming faws, cymbals, bells, heavy prayer
books bound in woed, and a lump of clay. On a square piace

_



& weoe with four corner sticks, the lama placed a man

— s o ot surrounded by 13 clay pyramids, each bearing
&=k o incense, Then he began his exorcism with prayers
& ==——ous speed, guided by the cymbals and the terrify-

Se=otion continues in minute detail over the next
= === letter to the point, many hours later, when the
== ~cor Buriat Djalserai, is finally promised anoth-
seo-= of life, good luck in hunting, and no shortage of
2= —ilk for the rest of his life, The letter finishes
= Beorw ending: “Two hours later D. and I rode Into
24 ar sunrise we discovered a flock of deerina
Seeween forested mountains; there 1 shot my first
* The event was not included in jabonah (1932), but it
=morated by Isager in his serial The Danish Settlers
Sae Siains, published in 1930 in the local newspaper
Isager had not been present in the tent and, al-
& =o—r-r=d by the incident, he reported itina rather
S=—=oning and matter-of-fact version:

§ —akos s lot of nojse and racket throughout the nighrt,
&= L managed i so that the chap would live another 20
= sizciund had ro pay fve pounds of flour to observe
s while the poor Buriat had to present a fox fur, a
== = couton, zo pounds of flour, a “chartos” (a cow'’s

e Aled wich butter), and some milk (Tsager 1930],

Twio Buddhist moanks fram the wicin-
ity perform a cerémony which may
very well be of the kind described by
Haslund of his friend Djaiseral, who,
ta be healed from a shaman's CUrse,
had an exorcism ritual be executed
Photo: Carl Krebs, 1923-1925,

Other events, such as Haslund's meeting with a shaman in
a Soyot (Tuvenian) camp in the Saran mountains in 1924,
made a great impression on him and subseque ntly not only
appeared in Jabonah (1932, 198-205) but became recurring

themes in his lectures and radio broadcasts:™

To my enormous surprise the shaman was a young wormar,
agile and with attentive eyes, She wore a yellow sheepskin
and rode a muscular whire ambler (...} Later, the fight was
about to begin, She was dressed up in her deceased father's
ald costume of antelope skin, coverad with itk nibbons, Bird
fearhers, bells of iron and brass, knucklebones, animal tatls,
bird skulls and many other things that jingled and rattled
with every movement. On her head she placed a bonnet of
foathers with a tail that ran down her back, With the drum
placed as a shield on her left arm, she sat down in front of
the fite facing the tent opening {...). She threw herself back
and forth to the thythm of the drum and uttered wild, inar-
Hieulate sounds from her throat. The expression of her eyes
changed, they were wild and bioady, her face was swollen
Blue and red, her nostrils quivered and she foamed at the
mouth {193z, 202-203).

The struggle against evil and possession by spirits of nature
forms a recurrent theme in Haslund's book | gbonah, he
recorded that for “the hunters and nomads who live face to
face with the raw power of nature, it is the black sorcery of
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Hasiund soon adjusted te the surroundings, net only in regard to

ciothing, a5 he soon took on the Mongolian deel with knife-and
chopstick set hanging from the sash: He much preférred to go.on
hunting trips with his Mongolian friends than work on the farm,
and he quickly picked up vernacular Mongolian. Photo: Carl Krabs,
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CHAPTER: 2

an .

the shaman they turn to in distress and danger” {1032, 200).
Haslund's [ascination with shamans remained with him
all through his life and led to his successful collection of
three complete shaman costiumes in 1936-1038, Some of the
case stories in fabonah were based on personal experience
and encounters with the locals, such as the case of the Soy-
ot shamaness, while others were collected stories Te-
arranged as fiction - or “invented cultural accounts™ (Clif-
ford 1986} as previously implied in chapter 1. The plots of
the stories and the form in which they were presented
stem from the tales told by the herders around the camp-
fire, or by his many Mongolian companions after a long
day’s hunt. He listened to these stories again and again,
and they became an inexhaustible source for his writing,
The joint experiment lasted nearly twoyears. In March
1925 Haslund was sent to Urga on business, and he never
returned to Bulguntal, Tage Birck left for Denmark the
same year, Borgstram the following year, while the Krebs
brothers, Lena Tiedemand and Erik Isager extended their
stay till 1928, In 1929, after everyone had left, Carl Krebs
married a Russian woman and stayed until 1936, at which
point he was forced by the authorities toleave Mongolia, A
contract of 1926+ with the Mongolian state secured Krabs
the right to stay in the area for 1z years on the condition
that he turned the plate into a model farm and integrated
thie local inhabitants, By 1936 the contract was no longer
valid because of the political situation. The intensified re-
lations between the USSR and Mongolia, personified in the
close alliance between Josef Stalin and the Mongol Minis-
ter of Internal affairs, H. Choibalsan, led to political radi-
calization in all matters everywhere in the country. Com-
prehensive taxes, réstrictions and ordinances, confiscations
of property, sudden arrests and expulsions of foreigners
were daily occurrences, These incidents constituted what
in retrospect was the beginning of the era of the Creat
Purge,® instigated from 1937 on, which bégan in'the tem-
ples, monasteries and other so-called “feudal” complexes,
which were consequently looted and burned down, with
thousands of lamas killed: In April 1925 Haslund fled Urga
in a large Dodge with a handful of other expatriates, soan
followed by Larson, who was one of the last Westerners to
leave the capital, They both ended up in Kalgan, China,

An activist diplomat

After everybody had left in September 1925, another Dane
turned up in Urga-and sent a report home to the Danish

“



e Krebs with mongolian-chil-
gren at the farm. Ove stayed
urtil 1928, after which Carl
Kr=bs was the single person at
Suiguntal. He married a Russ-
an wife and moved to a differ-
ent zettlement up the river
calfed Lilan Hat where they
stayed until 1936 at which point
ey were expelled as unwanted
foreigners by the Mongolian
government: Photo: Lena Tide-

meand, 1928, Private possession.

TE2 Danes often visited the monasteries in the area, here {possibly)

e Demchig Temple in Zayailn Deed Khure, in présent day Tsetser-
=g of the Arkhangal. Phote: Lena Tidemand, 1928, Private posses-

=]

Minmistry of Foreign Affairs on his observations of the situ-
=tion in Mongolia. This was the newly appointed Danish
ambassador to China, Japan, and Korea, Henrik Kauffmann
1288-1963), who had arrived in Peking in 1924. His two te-

=2zion in Mongolia at this time. Rumour had it - contrary
== the official information from the Russian legation in
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By April 1925 the Mangolian government had forced the last foreign-

ers to leave Urga; they would otherwise have been expelied or incar-
cerated. Haslund feft with Frans Larson and his associates from the
Andersen £ Meayer's company in @ cortege of Dodges, tightly packed
with as much of the cormpany's stock that, they could take alang.

Photegrapher unknown.

Peking - thart the promise to withdraw all Soviet soldiers
and advisers from Mongolia to pave the way for the inde

pendence of the Mongelians had not been fulfilled. More-
over and even worse, the Russians, despirte the internation-
al weapons embargo, were sending loads of weapons to
their Chinese clients through Mongolia. Consequently, this
“7ed threat” was a burning [ssue among the diplomats in
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Peking. As reported to the Ministry, the trip from Peking to
Urga in the summer of 1925 was a private excursion in the
company of American friends from Peking,

The reason for the heavy traffic, as indicated by the re-
port on the visit, was the busy, openly illegal transport of
weapons from Urga to Kalgan to supply the ruling Chinese
warlords, whe had de facte control of northern China and
Inner Mongolia. As for Mongolia, Kauffmann concluded
that “the true masters of the country were the Bolsheviks
and that the rest of the population consisted of lamas, no-
mads and bandits". Despite being on a private tour, Kauff-
mann paid visits to Mongolian politicians and Russian
diplomats in Urga. Encouraged by the fact that in 1924
Denmark had been one of the first Western countries to
recognize the Soviet Union, Kauffmann contacted the So-
viet charge d'affaires in Urga, who arranged for Kauffmann
to meet the Mongolian Prime Minister, Serendarsche,
about whom he writes as follows:

Contrary to most other “politicians” in Mongolia he still
keeps his pigrail and received me according to old Mongo-
lian custom in an old and very dirty riding outfit; he slts in
a leather chair surrounded by primitive Mongolian objects
and industrial goods imported directly from Europe and
America. His office is furnished in a supposedly “European”
style (...}, The entire conversation took place between the
Prime Minister and me. The Minister of Foreign Affairs - a
former shepherd — didn't open his mouth

While a tondescending attitude permeates his overall de-
scription of the Mongols he observed, the message to the

CHARTEF

oy e = : The Danish Ambassador to Ching, Henrik
e Kauffmann, made a Journey up to Urga by
car, a very popular means of transport for
Wiesterners at the time.:In his report to tF
Danish Foreign Ministry of March 1925,
Kauffmann writes. "There are no roads as
such, and yet thie more than 1000 km lone
route fram Kalgan in China over the pass
beyond thecity, through the steppes and
the Cobi Desert, is used every month by
hundreds of automobiles. The trip can be
dane in 4-5 days if you follow the Great
Morthern's Khiakta telegraph ling®, How-
EVEr, many cars were often stuck in the
mud on the steéppe. Photo: K. A, Albertsen
1|22 "

Ministry back home about the Russians' standing in Mor
golia was clear and factual:

Almest all foreigners in Mongolia are now Russians () On
the Soviet Union Is officlally represented in Urga, and it

not too much to say that the team of Russian advizersina
the Mongolian government institutions are the true ma:
ters of the country (..) In business too the Rudsians ar
waorking actively to displace all others; and consequently th
numberof non-Russians has gone down considerably, Mos
foreign companies are closed down (...} onlya few, like th
British American Tobacco Company, seermn to Have found

moedus vivendi, for their firm had a branch in Mongoli
[ibid),

Official Danish interest in the Mongolian political set-u;
at the time was limited, which is why Kauffrmann's initia
tive to report to the Ministry from a private trip to Urg
may appear a little odd (Lidegaard 1996, 88). In the report
there is no mention of his fellow participants who were i1
fact employed at the American Embassy. Sensitive infor
mation was presumably collected by the members of th
excursion and Haslund's name appears among the source:
iLidegaard 1996, g1).

Moreover, his biographer adds, that no applications fo
refunds of the travel expenses were filed by Kauffrmanr

with the Ministry, which was highly unusual, and he con
cludes:

Mare than anything this shows Kauffimann as ap adventur-
ous activist who plunged with considerable personal cour



scene from Kalgan and one of its many temples. The name Kalgan derives from the Mongolian "gate” and it indeed functioned as a

==y Setween China and Mongolia. The Chinese called the city Zhangjiakou, the Zang family's gate. Photo: K. A. Albertsen, 1922

S5= and inibdative into actions that clearly exceeded the

s of conventional diplomatic activity (Lidegaard 1996,

= frontier region, and a fine prerequisite for

== ey individual (male) Westerniers who struggled for
sl I an atmoesphere of political anarchy with no fore-
=== Turure, The British American Tobacco Company,
me=—sned by Kauffmann, and known as BAT among
Me==s=rnetrs in China, was one of the large foreign com
B=—ue= I in the area with job oppertunities and an attrac-
== Sor many of the foreign adventurers, Haslund found
Empeement there in 1925 at their main station in the
SSi==n - the gateway

nangjiakou as the Chinese call it - is the

portant city Lot communication and trade

on the border of China and Inner Mongelia, and originally
a Mongol city (the name Kalgan is derived from "halgaa”
meaning door or gate), but since the late 1Boos it had ab-
sorbed a steadily growing number of Han Chinese immi

grants, With the completion of the railway between Kalgan
and Peking in 1904, the city's commercial importance
increased, dttracting a greater intermational crowd of
merchants, adventurers and job-seekers. By 1920 the city
counted approximately one hundred Europeans and Amet-
icans and was a domicile to large companies, among them
BAT and Standard OQil. Since the turn of the century thi

somewhat rough frontier city had developed into a |
with Westerners stranded amidst a politically turbulent re-
gion, wherte they found refuge and waited for better times

and new opportunities. "In these muddy waters,” Haslund
writes, “swam adventurous types with a hunger for sensa-
tion, recruited from all corners of the world" (1932, 161 The
domain of business and adventure also included the Hote

Wagon Lits in Peking at the other end of the railroad - the
fawourire place for meeting and cbserving "people you read
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about in books but seldom meet, the kind to whom, for
want of better words, | refer to as “characters”" {ibid). By
1930 the railroad had expanded further west to the city of
Pao-t'ou (Baotou), approximately 1800 km from Peking.
The cities strung along the railroad (Peking - Kalgan - Ta-
t'ung-fu - Kuei-hua-ching (Khukho Khoto) - Pao-t'ou)
formed the main sphere of activity for Western {nterests
and Scandinavians setting out on many projects of explo-
ration and business. For Haslund and many of his peers,
Kalgan became the place you visited and revisited and the
gateway to Mongolia;

Back to Kalgan ... to buzz around in the old streets again to
greet old friends, Chinese and Mongols, to wriggle one's way
through black pigs, chickens, playing children and what not.
The streets smell of the Orient and China, bur if you poke
your nose up a little higher, you sense wild steppe and
desert sands; MONGOLIA, From Kalgan there is a mighty
view ... the gateway to Mongolia, For thousands of years the
caravans have come toand gone from this place, and umntil
recently the Tartar market outside the city walls was a
colourful stage for all kinds of transport animals and peo-
pies of Central Asia. All this'{s now gone, or almost, In the
bazaar you may still enjoy the sight of a lama and his escort
dressed in yellow and red on their way to the holy mountain
in Shansi, Wu Tai Shan - or a couple of weather-hitten
hunters from the steppes with their bundles of fur riding
from shop to shop, asking for prices. ... Through a hole ina
cliff you can sée a glimpse of the Mongolian sky.»

The Scandinavian network

Since the late 1800s Mongolia and northern China had
been the field of interest for a succession of different inter-
national travellers: scientists, merchants and entrepre-
neurs, as mentiongd earlier. They all brought their individ-
ual plans and ideas, some of which involved a certain de-
gree of permanence in the region, as was the case with the
international business and entrepreneurial companies,
and with missionaries, who in many cases stayed in the
area for generations. Some travellers remained for a year
or two, while the more settled ones built up networks alonig
lines of interest or natlonality. Among the locally settled
Swedes, Norwegians, and Danes, for example, there devel-
oped a tight-knit nerwork of people living or travelling in
Meongalia and China: Although the network had a firm base
of fellow Scandinavians, it also included other expatriates
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Happy days in Kalgan with friends and colleagues, Haslund was
employed at the British-American Tobacco Company, known as
BAT, for a period of nearly two years, He is spated to the lefr.
Photographer unknown

who had shared interests in the business and expeditior
activities taking place around this group of people, Over thi
years the network helped its members with jobs and fund
ing, offered assistance in times of need or danger, and pro
vided protection, consolation, medical care, lodgings anc
food. The basis of this network included Swedish mission
aries and the staff of Danish companies and diplomatic cir-
cles, as well as fortune hunters and entrepreneurs who, like

ﬁ
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wegust Larson (1870-1957), born in Sweden, immigrated to

1853, and stayed for 45 years. Locally settled Swedes, Noar-
a=s and Danes made up the scandinavian network in China
Moesalia. They helped and supported fellow countrymen, when
amwed in the region and often partook-In their endeavours,
see= 22 rmembers of the Sino-Swedish Expedition led by Sven

= Larson was a key person in the Scandinavian network

= Haskundg, 1936

pe=d were on the lookout for worl, The network also
mecea 2 growing number of Mongols who, through
=omarion in Western expeditions and other entrepre-
Fi=! acrivities in the area, had gained experience and
=esional status as guides, interpreters and assistants,

SCAMDIMNAVIAN EXPLORERS |N MOMCOLIA ?3

This was the case for example with the Mongols partici-
pating in international expeditions such as those of Roy
Chapman Andrews for the American Museum of Natural
Histary in the mid-19205 and Sven Hedin's Sino-Swedish
Expedition to the North West Territories of China (1927-
1935} where the entire $candinavian network of Mongols,
missionaries and Westerners took marns as staff members
over the expedition's gight-year period. In the many indi-
vidual rravel books and reports from the 19208 and 19308,
one reads the names - provided via the Scandinavian net-
work — of local Mongols who accompanied the Western
traveliers. The American Mongolia specialist Owen Latti-
more travelled in the early 19308 with a Mongolian assis-
tant known as Arash, and to Lattimore he became a lifelong
comparnion. Here is his portrait of Arash, a refugee from the
Altaj Torguts of OQuter Mongolia, and of their relationship
as travelling companions:

It was through Georg Stderbom that [ found Arash. Ha had
worked off and on for the Hedin expedition but had not
been taken on permanently because he was very independ-
enr ... he was a first-class man and 1 could deo no better than
go with him, ... Arash and 1 had already sized each other up.
... He would wag his head over the fact that [ never did learn
to speak Mongol perfecily; also he would scold me for my
clumsiness in learning to lash a pack or load a camel; but
that was fine. When we were alone we werte social equals
and he was my superior in everything technical and profes-
sional; but when everyone else appeared he was a man in
my employ who knew just how he should behave and just
tuow | should, In this he was a marvel, Social gradations are
imporrant among Mongols (Lattimore 1942, 87, 90,

Haslund and his fellow settlers from Bulguntal were assist-
ed by the network on their arrival in China, as earlier de-
scribed: in particular by Frans August Larson, who helped
therm to set up their business relations in Urga, and who
recommended Haslund to BAT after their flight from Urga
in 192s. Later Haslund came to play an active role in the
network upon being employed by Sven Hedin, a course rec-
ommended to him by Larson which resulted in his partic-
ipation in Hedin's Sino-Swedish expedition for a period of
three years. We shall return to this shortly. The network
proved stable and reliable over the years, So much, in fact,
that a decade later, when the political situarion in Inner
Mongolia had worsened considerably, it was the Scandina-
vians and Mongols of the network whao supported Hashand
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in all the necessary areas during his expeditiens in the re-
gion, At the coré of the Scandinavian network were the
Swedish missionaries; centred on two families, the Larsons
and the Soderboms, The close relationship between these
and Sven Hedin - and the agency of Frans August Larson -
brought our protagonist on to the scene in 1927 as a mem-
ber of a grand enterprize,

The missionaries

The most steady supporters and enstodians of the Scandi-
navian network were the missionaries of the Swedish-
Mongol Mission, stationed in northern China and Inner
Mongolia. ¥ The missionaries of the Svensik Mongolmission had
their main seat in Kalgan under the wings of the American
Christian Alliance Mission, with whom they were closely
associated. The first Swedish missionariss to arrive in Chi-
na in 1893 were twenty-seven young men and women,
carefully chosen by Frederik Franson, a Swedish-American
revivalist, with the aim of missionizing in China under the
auspices of the American Mission and China Inland Mis-
sion. Franson had preached in America for years and had
joined the organization of the well-known American evan-
gelist and preacher A, B, Simpson from the Christlan Mis-
sionary Alliance in Chicago, who encouraged him o recrudt
missionaries from Sweden for the missionary field work in
China. Among the first group of men to go out there was
Frans August Larsen and his close friend Carl Soderbom,
who along with their families became key members of the
Scandinavian-Mongolian network. From his meeting with
the missionary groups during his journey to China and
Mengolia, the Swedish journalist Alexis Kuylenstierna de-
picts the small congregation in the middle of the hostile
Kalgan at the turn of the nineteenth century:

Here Hes the American Mission surrounded by vellow walls
amidst yellow Chinese huts, Inside the sunny compound of
houses, buile half in villa style and haif in Chinese style,
frostbitten reésedas and darkened asters are scattered. ln-
side, behind the clear windowpanes, the sound of singing
and the organ playing the fast melodies of the American re-
Hgious serigs are heard, Then all is silence; people kneel in
front of their chairs, midday prayver s held. Quiet as the
grave; a strange image from the uprearious, dirty, preedy
Kalgan (in Odelberg zoo3, 105),

CHAPTER

The mission stations were located in former temples and monaster

ies like Chagan Khure, which was transmitted to the Swedish Mon-
gol Misson in 1930 by Frans August Larson, who had received the
place from its former owner, a local prince. These monasteries - or
mission stations— were situated in the midst of the enormous
steppe. The distance to the nearest inhabited place, the mission
station of Hadain Sume, was approximately 10 kilometres, and the
nearest city of Changbel, from wherg the mail was retrieved, lay
50 kilometres to the south. Photo: Kaare Granbech, 1938,

The Chinese uprising against foreigners, the so-called Box
er Rebellion (1900-1901) and its viclent persecutions c
Christian missionaries and "other foreign devils" forced th
small flock of survivors out of China into Siberia via Mon
golia. Luckily they escaped to the plains of Inner Mongoliz
and from there they continued north. Headed by Frans Au
gust Larson on a bicycle, a caravan of twenty-four Swedis
and American missionaries and their children walked u
“the telegraph road” following the numbered poles fror
Kalgan to Urga in thirty-six days with their camel-draw:
carts. The Mongols along the way must have watched 1
amazement as the long trail of people and animals passe
with the cycling Frans August at their head singing psalm
and Negro spirituals while leading his flock through th
Gobi (Oldenburg 2003, 58).

Afteran exodus to Siberla - or In some cases a retun
to their countries of origin — Swedish missionaries re




sSoe members enjoy the afternoon coffee on the terrace
Soe with the Marthinson family and ather missionary
=== heart of the Scandinavian network were the Swedish
=5 w0 nad settled in China since 1893, Among the first o
me== Sranc August Larson and Carl Sdderbom, whose families
h?’-& Dackbone of the netwark that grew stronger over the
_-L MEssonany and physician Anders Marthinson and his wife
S St 2 Hadain Sume when the Danish expedition arrived
== of work in October 1938, Like all the Swedish mission-
S = Selpful and hospitable. Photo: Haslund, 1938,

which from then on became the head-
8EThe Mission. Mongoelian mission field stations

Si= 2T Tabun-ol, Hallong Osso, Golchaggan and
|e=—ties in Inner Mongolia between one and two

=5 Zom Kalgan, From there they pursued their
me=h centered on medical and humanitarian as-

==ding their services across the Chahar and
=Te3c over the next two decades. In 1929 their

B wock was [urther extended to another station,
n Sume), and finally in 1930 to Chagan

smme Doth locations of vital importance to the Dan-

B I 1038-19309. From these stations the net-

the few Mongolian converts, who usually
wnity of the stations, but in large measure
avellers en route in the area. Such visits

nted in the Swedish Mongol Mis-
s=mne Lusglimiar frin Mpnagoliet {Flashes of light
S . zlong with current reports on the situa-
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A Christian Mon-
gol ringing the
bell for Church
service at the
Swedish Mission
station of Hadain
Sume. About a
hundred persoris
lived on the
grounds of the
mission station
OF nearby, among
them many fami-
lies, whao worked
and assisted the
missignaries n
multiple ways.
Far from-all were
canverts. Photo:
Haslund, 1938

tien in the area, the status as regards converts, and daily
events, and were distributed among the congregations at
home and abroad, Some issues were elaborated on in per-
sonal reports in a special letters page used in the magazine
called Danudiffdn (From out there), Consequently, when the
mternationally celebrated scientific explorer, the Swede
Sven Hedin, announced his visit to the area and called for
their help, the missionaries swiftly came to his assistance,
as did the missionary Joel Eriksson when he was contacted
o1 26 November, 192q:

| received a letter from Larson asking me to meet with him
and Dr. Hedin in Battaa Halgaa and bring them home with
me afterwards. I did not like to say no although 1 was 36
miles west of there, Coing through Durber on the way, 1 was
asked to introduce the Wang (Prince De Wang) and our
friends there to Dr. Hedin and Larson, Finally 1 suggestad
they should visit our many mission stations in the area,

which they gladly accepted, and we made a tour
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In fact the tour was planned by Hedin as part of his great

Sino-Sweadish expedition in 1929, the purpose of which was

to select a suitable temple along a stretch of 112 miles to
i purchase for one of Hedin's American donors, and at the
| same time (conveniently) to enjoy the hospitality of the
| mission stations of the research area as guest houses for
the nights, and Joel Eriksson’s car as transport, Despite the
admiration for Hedin, his views on the indigenous peoples
and their religious practices were sometimes a challenge
to his missionary hosts. For the medical doctor and mis-
sionary Eriksson, whose profession - and pietistic faith -
were constantly confronted by the Buddhist lamas on mat-
ters of healing among the Mongols, this was not an 2asy
| task:

As you know, Dr, Hedin is at present interested in buying
temples, | don't know what to say about this, but from an
ethnographic point of view it probably makes sense, and I
do not think thar it can harm our interests; perhaps instead
it will draw attention to the Mongols and our work among
them. ... From Dr. Hedin's books | sometimes get the feeling
that he admires the monasteries.and Lamaism. [ wis there-
fore struck by his remark about a group of dirty priests one
day outside a temple: “It is remarkable how that religion
makes people ugly.” | sinceraly hope that ke will net £il to
see how Christianity can beautify these people” (Eriksson
1930, 1:8-0),

B R

In a letter addressed to the mission station at Golchaggan,
where they had been cordially received during their round
trip to the monasteries, Hedin expressed his admiration for
the devoted and brave missionaries, and in particular for
Joel Eriksson;

He is a man of rare, great physical strengeh, of iron-hard en-
gy and thorough knowledge, Through his work as physi-
cian among the Mongols he has gained a standing of in-
finite scope; he is so much the object of the natives' love,
trust and admiration that even the robbers who ravage the
area have left him alone, Recruiting him as a pathfinder,
spokesman and pilot was like holding a hostage on board
our small squadron of two cars (Hedin 1930b, 67).

The interaction between the Swedish missionaries and
representatives of the “decidedly hyper-masculine adven-
turer milien"” {Sidenvall zoog) of the Scandinavian explor-
€rs was driven by a mutual interest in exploration, as much
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as by mutual gains. Above all, it is remnarkable that so ma
of the Swedish missionaries, women and men, participai
wholeheartedly in the Scandinavian expeditions in the a
and reported on them in their magazine, They appear
have had motives in commor, and Sidenvall suggests tt
there was no sharp distinction between the mission:
men and other male expatriates in northern China at t
tirne when it came to their ideals of self-realization: “th
participated ina common project of activism and self-ma
ing, the ultimate goal of which was independence and 1
spectability, and eventually new secial positions” (2009, 1

The rapid expansion of the Swedish missionary so
eties in the late 1880s to China (and to Palestine and t
Congo) should be seen in combination with the effect of t
general flight from poverty at home and the particulara
peal to young persons of the lower classes of the kind
“missionary activism” propagated by Frederik Fransorn. T
appeal was not only received well by the poor peasants ai
craftsmen who volunteered to join the missionary work:
dlso resonated with the middle class people who stayed b
hind and by whom the missionary activism was considern
proper, courageous, and worthy of support, financially ar
otherwise. Consequently, in the case of China, the initi
group of 20 men and women, who were dispatched fro
Sweden in 1893 were over the next seven years followed |
33 missicnary candidates.™

Caravans and comradeship:
Exploring with Hedin

By 1927 Haslund had been living for four years running |
Mongolia when a telegram reached him at Pao-t'ou on -
February:

Meet the train to Kwei-hwa at Ta-t'ung-fu Thursday 1
Stop. Buy new toothbrush and be ready for long tour. Sto
Creat news. Stop. Larson.

Frans August Larson had been employed by the Swedis
explorer Sven Hedin for his coming expedition as carava
leader and camping manager. In order to help organiz
provisions and equipment for the staff of 68 men and 30
eamels, he encouraged Haslund to become his assistan
The Sino-Swedish expedition Part [ was planned as a tra
dirional Chinese-Mongolian caravan equipped to travers
the Gobi Desert to Edsingol in Alashan as the first majo
stop, then ta continue through the vast western area of th

S e e e e e e
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=ienss map of his travels with the Sino-5wedish Expedition from 1927-1930, China’s largest province, the present Xinjiang Uyghur Autono-
==cion of China, formerly Sinkiang, or the more vague and imprecise East Turkestan, alternatively Chinese Turkestan, as used by West-
(=== Semesters, has had theé same form since the Qing Empire annexed the area in 1760. This "new territory” or "new [rontier’, a5 the Qing
e Ths TEQION, Was squeezed in between Monguolia, Russia, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, and Tajikistan, Afghanistan, Pakistan and India, ex-
__T "5 =side China to Tibet, Gansu and Qinghal; as such it was the heart of the old Silk Road and a hub of cultural and commercial cross-
= with a variety of ethnic groups, trade, and powerful emipires (Starr 2004, 815), (From Hastund-Christensen, 1935.)

e so-called Black Gobi, to the province of Sinkiang

S=sans: and irs capital, Urumchi (Urumgi). From there

=—=speditions were 1o spread out to the areas south, east
e west of the capital.

“===van logistics was a highly complex affair, and giv-
=== magnitude of the present load, Larson had to find a
_ person. His first choice had been Georg Soderbom,
Bewme=g colleague from his missionary network and the
2% Larson's companion of his youth, Carl Soderbom,
S==es had declined at first, and the choice then fell on
wiio happily accepred, Eventually Georg changed
e and joined the caravan as an assistant with prac-
== Tasks - like Haslund, Born and raised in Kalgan, Séder-
= was fluent in Chinese and Mongolian, and his inno-

e, original personality captivated everyone, including
BEseend Mutual respect and friendship grew between

== and was revived a decade later during Haslund's 8x-
ta Inner Mongolia, when Ceorg Soderbom be-
=== = member of the Danish expedition.

= Sl

B s

While the negotiations with Hedin took place, Haslund
wrote to his friend Ingeborg in Denmark;

One of Hedin'’s people came up here to ask me to join the
expedition, which of course 1 would like very much [...] I
cantoet resist this wonderful advenoare [L..] I'll be away from
civilizarion for twho years, Eventually I'll go to Denmark in
192q, if alive s

Haslund received the contract on 1 March. It engaged him
for one year at 4oo0 SKEK, with free accomnmodation plus
foed - equivalent to 12 Mexican dollarsa day. "Mexican dol-
lars" was the expression used in China for the large silver
dollar coins similar to Mexican dotlars, used in North China
at the time.* As standard procedure for expeditions ar the
time, it was stated thar all phetos and all objects purchased
were the property of the expedition, and that individual
travel accounts could not be published until after two vears
of service ¥ In Peking, Haslund presented himself to Hedin,
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The first team of scholars and warkmen on the Sino-Swedish Expedition gathered before departure in June 1927, The Scandinavian members
are seated behind the table next to Hedin ta the left, except for Haslund (with hat) who sits in the middle of the group of Chinese scholars
the right. Phote: Paul Lieberentz, 1927 SMVE & Sven Hedin Foundation,

who recalled the meeting many years later in his usual
melodramatic style;

Yes, it is true! | remember the day as if it were yesterday,
when a start, blond, blue-eyed voung man with light and
yet firm steps steered towards my table at the Wagon Lit in
Peking, stood to attention and said: My name is Henning
Haslund! His face glowad with joy and delight as if the sat-
ting winter's sun — or rather the distant Fastern sun - had
shed its lustre on his Sgure (Hedin 10352, 38)

The meeting was the beginning of a three-year period of
expedition and caravan life under the leadership of Hedin
- and beyond this of a life-long relationship between the
twio, Haslund was sent to Tiensien, the hub of commerce
in China, to buy up the many provisions listed by Larsomn:

Itwas aheliofajob and I was devoid of all qualifications for
such work. During my years in the wilderness I had trav-
elied light, and from my first day in Mongolia 1 had realized
that the less lnggage, the fewer worries. Besides, experience
had taught me that comfort in the wilderness is dependent
on living the life of the people youstay with. But then again
-« oW there were 27 gentlemen to think of and accommio-
dare [Haslund 1935, 18).

On 20 March the task was accomplished: food and equ
ment worth 420,000 - 40,000 Kilos in weight - we
packed on the train te Pao-t'ou, ready to be loaded on-3
camels, The train made a stop in Peking, where the Dani
Legation gave a farewell dinner; the Minister H, Kau
mann was on the spot and presented Haslund with one
the Legation's Dannebrog (the Danish national flag) to ho
during the expedition.

The journey ahead had far-reaching consequences |
Haslund and laid down his future path. Eut he knew lit
of all this, when he wrote to Ingeborg earlier that monf
although he did anticipate a future on the move, and w
open to multiple options after the expedition:

When the expedition is finished, presumably in two yea
[l come home fora short holiday. But what I will do afte
wards depends on fortune, Everything changes so fast he
in China that no one can tell what the situation will be 1j
in two years; if good - then I may get a nice offer from 1
old company; if really good, I plan to exploit my chances

my own, Maybe I'll even start my own expedition to Mo
galia, Danish-Swedish, or maybe I'll settle as a farmer
England, or Denmark, ot Sweden, or I'll go to South Afri
on another expedition, or maybe I'll find a small gate

Sinkiang or Tibet .. but why worry when evervihing is p

destined by the gods, "




M= aeowisians in Pao-t'ou, Ak assistant to camp manager Frans
S ===ond was employed to buy and organise the purchase of
RSN Wios of provisions and equipment for the expedition,
B S=u fe=berentz, 1927 SMVK £ Sven Hedin Foundation

S we proceed, let us first take a look at the man who
= s==lund rojoin the expedition, the already-famous
=== explorer Sven Hedin, the most prominent traveller

= = C=ntral and Inner Asia at the time. His impact on
= Seei=sonist as mentor and friend was significant and
= =0 all through his life, although at times their re-
= suffered from Hedin's nationalist-conservative
S Sares on siTtong pro-German sympathies before and
B Weorld War IL In the early working years as a mem-
redish expedition, however, Haslund wa
e of Hedin's palitical views, and was thoroughly im-
“Chief” Hedin's authority and charisma, as
the respectful and loyal tone of their field
f=——adence. Hedin, for his part;, embraced Haslund as
=5tic and energetic member of the expedition,

cen by his charm. As we shall see, he assigned

S==— - pathfinder and cartographer

i Se= into a wealthy, conservative Stockholm farmily,
o Hedin was given the best possible educa-
S Tnrerest in geography and Central Asia was fos-

S==img his stay in Bak 1885-86, where he worked as

T ———

Haslund was excited to become a membir of Sven Hedin's expedi-
tion. "l long to be away, and look forward ta 700 nights in the
breath-taking tranquility of the desert”, Haslund wrote to his friend
Ingeborg in Denmark. Photo: Paul Lieberantz, 1927, SMVYK £ Sven
Hedin Foundation

an assistant to a Swedish engineer, while simultaneously
studying-Russian and Persian, languages he used during
several journieys to Persia over the next few years, Later he
took up geography as a university subject with the leg-
endary professor of geography and Central Asia specialist
Ferdinand ven Richthofen in Berlin; and at the age of 27 he
received his doctorate in geography and cartography from
the University of Halle for a thesis based on his observa-
tions of the Demavend, the highest mountain in Iran.*“ He
conducted three one-man expeditions to Central Asia in
the years between 1894 and 1909; twice to the Takla Makan
Desert in Central East Turkestan (the present Xinjiang),
first in 1894-97 and again in 1899-19032, during which time
he conducted specific excavations near the lake Lop Nor in
the eastern part of East Turkestan; then finally to Tibet in
1906-08, where he explored the sources of the Brahmapu-
tra and Indus rivers, mapped part of the Tibetan high
plateau and, controversially at the time, proved the exis-
tence of a mountain range, the Trans-Himalaya which lead
to a serious dispute between Hedin and the Royal Geo-
graphical Society in London.¥

In Copenhagen, on the contrary, this extraordinary dis-
covery prompted an inviration to give a lecture at the Dan
ish Geographical Sociery on 27 April 1909, on which occa-
sion Hedin was granted honorary membership of the So-
ciety. Everyone of importance in Copenhagen was presant,
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from the King and members of the Royal Family to mem-
bers of the Covernment, ambassadors, etc, [o greet Sven
Hedin, flanked by his two sisters Clata and Alma. After his
lecture on his journey to Tibet, the Secretary of the Society,
the former explorer of the High Pamirs in 18g6-gg, Profes-
sor Ole Olufsen,* saluted the guest as follows:

Again and again Dr. Hedin has gone out on new geagraph-
ical explorations in Central Asia and continuously he te-
turns happy and well with new great results, to the honour
of himself, his fatherland and science |...]

Other travellers have been there before in this Innermaost
Asia, but It 15 Hedin whose indefatigable energy has kept
alive the interest in research on Central Asta, and itis to his
credit that countries such as East Turkestan and Tibet ...
now appear in their troe size and relief on the part of the
globe which was before almost as blank as a chicken's egg
(Olufsen 1910, 54).

The “other travelers” mentioned by Qlufsen included the
Brivish Auriel Stein, the French Paul Pelliot, the Cerman Al-
bert Le Cog, and some of the Russian explorers previously
mentioned, Koslov and Przevalsky in particular. Alonig with
Hedin, they were considered to belong to the club of
celebrity explorers - or by some as belonging to the “noto-
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sven Hedin in the Takia
Makan between 18949-
1002 schooled in geogr:
phy and cartography
Hedin canducted thres
ane-man expeditions ©o
Central Asia and, later, 2
series-of expeditions to
Tibet. His studies of the
Takla Makhan Desert in
farmer Eastern Turkestal
placed him in the com-
pany of famous explorer
like Paul Pelliot, Albert
Le Cog and Auriel 5tein,
who along with the Rus
sians Przevalsky and
Koslaw, had travelled the
same region. SMVK &
Swen Hedin Foundation,

rious" group of men (Hopkirk 1987) who on behalf of the:
native countries during the “Great Carme of Asia” explore
mapped, deciphered (and often removed) treasures [ror
the forgotten cities along the Silk Road and from the regio
known as East Turkestan # For these deeds they were he
noured worldwide, as they were for their contributions
Central Asian and Chinese studies in the years to come, F
the Chinese, on whose rerritories most of the pillaging too
place, these activities were always contentious.

Hedin was in many ways a centroversial figure, nc
only in scientific circles. His active interest in society cotm
bined with his ultra-conservative views led to public cor
troversies at home with several prominent Swedes. ™ Sidin
with Cermany after World War [, he reported from th
western front o Swedish newspapers, openly proclaimin
his sympathy with what he called the "Cerman cause”, i.
the loss of large land territories after the Cerman defea
and expressing his admirarion for the leader of the Na:
Parry, Adolf Hitler. Hedin's growing sympathies create
ambivalence towards him both at home and internatior
ally, and from this period on and throughout World War ]
Hedin was branded by the general public as a persona nt
grata, However, the scientists formerly employed on h
Sino-Swedish expedition stayed faithful ro the publishin
project which continued during the war years, and 1
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smthoricy in i, but they also strongly disagreed
= 5=m polirically and distanced themnselves from him
e nevinds, including his most loval editor of the sci-

=S¢ sroceedings, Gosta Montell, The physician David

=== the archaeologist Folke Bergmann and Haslund
se== marksd their distance from Hedin and engaged in
s ance movements in Denmark and Norway while
= e time managing to fulfil their obligations to the
g proceedings (Odelberg 2008, 547, 571).

S==cared to the fate of Sweden in what he anticipated

B Se o Cerman-ruled Europe, Hedin travelled to Berlin

Be= ond during the war years many tmes and met
=—ent politicians of the Nazi party, among them Hitler
Ese= =na reported on these mieetings in Swedish news-

=== _ and secretly to the Swedish Covernment. Al-
= B was roundly criticized in the press, he was never

i in Sweden, as we shall see in the following;
d of the war in 1945 he withdrew [fom the
B === until his death in 1952, From his large desk in
fee=esine=nt apartment in Norr Mihier-Strand in Stock-
ke lived with his three sisters, he devoted his
sublication of the scholarly results of the Sino-
itfon. The relationship with his fellow schol-

edition, mentioned above, was partly re-
with Gosta Montell, whao faithfully con-

== wech the publication project. Hedin and the Sweédish
Biass continuously received funding for their scientific
B ons from the Swedish Royal Court and the State
B s =fter which private donors took over,

Se=mars the many disputes, prior to his open sympathy
£ = er Hedin had received the highest honortary titles
= e=orific reports, and the noble title of Baron in his
= To the general public in Sweden (and Europe)
Be=r"s =a=zr personified the individual explorer's strug-
B ==nius - a cherished ideal in the early twentieth
By == became a popular figure,-a hero, and received
e samiration from his readers. His ability to
E ific credibility with accessibility” (Sotlin
= —o= shroughout his extensive works made him a per-
e national figure and an ebject of financial sup-

S both Parliamerit and the Royal Court,

e wezs extremely hard-working and published nu-
e oois and articles on his travels, The results of his
s 7o Tibet, for example, appeared in nine vol-
e Seween 1017 and 1922, and proved one of the most
Epe————cive coientific publications ever produced in
= MSontell 1065, 18], While his travel accounts were
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Hedin behind his desk in his private home in Stockhalm. The desk is
today exhibited in the library of the Ethnographic Museum in Stock-
halm. Hedin's work effort was enormous. He published around 60

books, amounting to about 25,000 printed pages. Add to this about
0,000 letzers and thousands of maps and drawings, mast of which
are located st the Sven Hedin Foundaticn in the Swedish National
Archives in stockhalm, SMVEK £ Sven Hedin Foundation

appreciated by scholars and laymen for their mixture of
scientific description, excitement and travel lore, Hedin's
scholarly results were questioned by many people in his
time (Sorlin zoog). 4 recent thesis which examinés the
sino-Swedish collaborations during the first third of the
twentieth century has given Hedin's controversial scholar-
by image a more positive profile (Romgard zo13). As part of
the general artention of Chinese scholars in the 19905 to
the results of Western explorers in the beginning of the
century in China, Romgaard argues, Hedin's works became
the object of serious academnic interest, Hedin's explor-




The official map of the routes made on the Sino-Swedish Expedition from 19271935, the |argest and most comprehensive axpedition |n its ¢
through Inner Mangolia, China proper and Tibet in 19271935 SMVEK £ Sven Hedin Feundation.

ations of the archaeology and geology of the country in
particular weré critically examined and this led to the
translation of large numbers of his books and reports into
Chinese, as well as several bingraphies of Hedin (Romgard
2013, 34).

The Sino-Swedish expedition

In 1926 Hedin returned to China to prepare for a new ex-
pedition after 18 years of absence from Asia, almost 10
years after his first visit to Peking in 1897, Hedin had been
back for a short sejourn in 1923, however, passing through
China and Mongolia on his return trip from America in
1922-1923. On this occasion Hedin discussed his plans fora
caravan expedition with Frans August Larson, who offered
Hedin a lift in his car up to Urga and confirmed that he
would be at Hedin's service in his planning, Hedin's aspi-
ration to lead a large-scale interdisciplinary expedition to

Inner Asia had developed over the years after World W:
The basic ideas and scholarly schemes did not come ou
the blue; they should be seen as Hedin's aspirations to fe
a role for himself within the larger picture of existing §i

“Swedish scientific relations, and to use the good will an

ipated from the Chinese government for such an ende
our founded on the Sino-Swedish scientific relations t
had existed since the turn of the century (Romgard 21
In China the Swedish geologist J. G. Andersson, the v
successful head of the {jeulugical- Survey of China st
1916, had plans to lead an archaeological expedition
west after his involvement with the survey in 1926, U3
Hedin's arrival in Peking, however, he decided to abort
own plans and to back Hedin instead by actively support
his pasition (and the interests of Andersson's import
Chinese fellow scholars) in the demanding negotiati;
with the Chinese Government, As pointed out by Romg:
Hedin's expedition plans not only eriginated within
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Sven Hedin with sketchbook: On his expe-

ditions to Eastern Turkestan and Tibet
befare and after the turn of the twentieth
century, Hedin travelled alone as was
CUstormary among explorers at the time,
Assisted by local servants and guides, the
tasks were multifaceted and besides map-
ping. which was his primary subject, in-
cluded a sea of observations on botanical,
gecgraphical and ethnographical fields.
Hedin preferred sketching to photooraphy
when it came to landscapes and peoples
along his way, SMVK L Sven Hedin Foun-

dation.
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overall framework of existing Sino-Swedish scholarly rela-
tions, but were to be seen as a continuation of the existing

collaborations (2013, 174£f), In Hedin's field reports, which
are the main source for the Sine-Swedish expedition, this
particular affiliation is not elaborated, but played down
semewhat, as one might expect,

During Hedin's intensive travel in Germany in the
years following World War [, he tried to muster interest in
and funding for his ideas by cultivating his personal rela-
tionships with Germans scientists and potental donors, He
found both in Professor Hugo Junkers, a specialist in avia-
tion, and in Deutsche Lufthansa, which wanted to examine
the possibilities for opening a flight route between Berlin
and Peking-Shanghal.

Organizing a scientific expedition in the decade follow-
ing World War I, Hedin realized, would be an entirely dif-
ferent matter from his earlier expeditions,; the latest of
which had gone to Tibet (1006-1908). By about the turn of

EHAPTE

The Batkhalaag Monastery {in written Maongolian Batu-khagalga,
meaning “the maonastery of the strong-gate”; in Chinese: Pai-ling-
mia0, meaning "the temple of thé larks”) from-afar, the enarmous
and impressive temple-and-monastery city, which according to
Haslund housed more than 1500 monks at the time. During the |
wait at Hodjertai-gol, the members explored the vicinity and visi
the Batkhalaag Monastery during the Maidari Festivals, the caleb
tions of the Buddhist Messiah, Photographer unknown

Jolras Lama Hutuktu, the living Buddha, in his reception room at
Batkhalaag Monastery, On their departure from the monastery, ¢
expedition, and Haslund in particular, were blessed by the Hutukt
with good |uck wishes far their continued journey, and with zajog
"destiny” or "happiness of travel”. Haslund later named his travel
ook of the journey with this concept. Photo: Paul Lieberentz, 193
SMVEK & Sven Hedin Foundatian.

the century, the age of the great discoveries was in gene
gver, as was the mapping of unknown territories, Hedf
main task with his earlier expeditions. Like most ge
graphical explorers up to this time, Hedin had conduct
tiis expeditions alone, assisted by local servants and guid
#5 was the practice, mapping was followed up by obsen
tions and surveys in numerous other fields: This was qu
a burden for the lone explorer;

On my earlier expeditions | was always the sole Europe;
and I was obliged to make all the scholarly chservations a
collections myself. [...]| My work then comprised mappir
the collection of petrographic samples-and plants; ast
nommical observations; the keeping of a meteorological jo
nal; questioning the population abour the geography of t
country, its products, its commerce, roads and other deta
the measurement of altitudes with ameroid and hypso
eter; and finally the photographing and drawing of pano
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B mc=oce wizits for the Zam dances in the great assembly courtyard of the Batkhalaag Monastery, 8 kind of religious theatre with moenks

S w0 magnificent costumes and frightening masks, symboiising gods ar aspects of gods and “goeod and evil’, a popular perfarmance,

Semacna in g mix of pre-Buddhist and Buddhist traditians. They perform a vivid dance, accompanied by enegrgetic saunds of drums, cym-

B 2= srumpets, while the audience watches in exciternent and awe, The climax of the Zam performances was the entrance of the gurtum,

£ oo and half Buddhist priest. Altholgh always a layman, a monastery often has a resident qurtum, and like the gurtum at Ratkhalaag,

b= = == it feared and dangerous figure at the Zam dances. Photos: Paul Lisberentz, 1827 SMVE L Sven Hedin Foundation

=== landsrapes, temples, racial types, and so on (Hedin

s=-wer, with the growing specialization of the natural
= ofrer World War 1,2 one-man expedition was no
Eee=r adequarte 10 the many, varied research tasks, and he
S =0 2dapt accordingly. Large-scale expeditions required

in areas like geography, geology, meteorology, ar-
= borany, ethnography and others, and research

= disciplines were engaged, primarily in Sweden.
sxpedition route was to go from Peking to Urumagi
& == movince of Sinkiang in North West China, an area

relatively well described by earlier travellers, particulariy
the Russian explorers; only this time there would be more
specific research in the region, and the many participants
would be able to cover large areas. Besides the many local
inhabitants hired as camel men, cooks and servants, count

ing 21 Mongolian caravan men and g3 servants of mixed
indigenous origin in the first year, over the eight-year pe-
riod of the expedition, 1927-1535, Hedin employed a total of
45 participants in the field {14 Swedes, 2 Danes, 1 Russian,
1 Estonian. 12 Germans and 15 Chinese}, mote than 30 of
whom were acknowledged scholars. The expedition’s full
ritle was The Sino-Swedish Scientific Expedition to the North West

'_——_——-—“
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Territories of Ching, popularly known as “the wandering uni-
versity” and was the single most comprehensive expedition
ofits kind in China at the time,

For the first time, Hedin was not alone. As previously
said, the urgent need for organization changed Hedin's role
from lone explorer te incontestable leader and ever-present
coordinator: ¥] was the headqguarters, and at various times
the headquarters was in Urumchi and Peking, in Nanking,
in Chicago or Stockholm, twice on the Pacific and rwice on
the-Atlantic Ocean. But the telegraph, wherever it existed,
enabled me to be in constant contact with the various parts
pf the expedition” (Hedin 1942, 308). The true coordinator,
however, was Hedin's sister Alma, who saw to it thar teje-
grams, letters, reports and plans were distributed to all the
expedition members and “headquarters” Hedin; she was
also in charge of the expedition’s expenses as a vital, strict
booklkeeper presiding over each and every manoeuvre of
the expedition from the Hedin family home in Stockholm,

The expedition operation fell into three main parts:
Part ] took place in 1927-1028, and its main objective was to
examine the conditions for founding an airline between
Berlinand Peking, for which the expedition received fund-
ing from Deutsche Lufthansa, This involved 11 Cerman avi-
ation specialists (pilots and technicians) with a military
background. The route ran from Peking in the east to
Urumdgi in the west - via the Cobi Desert - and was tra-
versed by a traditional camel caravan. Along the way, geo-
logical, archaeological, meteorological, topographical, and
physical anthropology surveys were conducted by a mix of
Chinese and Swedish members {Hedin 1943a; Skottsberg
1951, 163-164 ). The 15 Chinese scientists were enrolled in the

CHAFTER

The sxpediticn by the rivér Edsingol, in the hom
land of the Edsina Torgut Mongols, They stayed
for almost 3 weeks as guests of the Torgut royal
family on the edge of the Black Cobi and conduc
ed many observations. Haslund assisted Hedin
and the scholars in their explorations on and ne:
the river. Haslund, in fact, built the boat and he
was credited with it by Hadin. The Torgut Prince
with his characteristic round cap watches from
the riverbank. Photo. Paul Lieberentz, 1927, SMyH
£ Sven Hedin Foundation

expedition by order of the Chinese Government, which ha
strongly epposed the expedition and Its aviation objectis
in the first place; in fact they had regarded the plan, whic
involved the precise mapping of suitable locations for fn
depots along the future flight route, as untimely foreig
intervention or sheer espionage. Hedin, aided by Ander:
son, was forced to engage in critical day-to-day negotiz
tions with the government over a period of six months
which postponed the start of the expedition by the sam
amount of time, The growing mistrust of the Chines
paoliticians and leading Chinese scholars forced Hedin se
riously to discuss a demand for Chinese ownership of th
entire expedition. Finally, student riots broke out agains
Hedin in Peking, with accusations of Bolshevism (sic!) an
finally led to the intervention-of Sweden via the Swedis
ambassador, The drama ended with Hedin's acceptance «
the *mission” (the term “expedition” was dismissed as im
perialistic and denigrating] as a joint venture of Chines
and Swedish scholars —and of a leadership shared by Sve
Hedin and the Professor of History Siu Ping-ch'ang as stif
ulated in the contract, In other words, it was dubbed a joir
“mission-expedition”, the results of which were later to b
examined by a committee in Peking. The finding would g
primarily to Chinese scholarly institutions and secondaril
to-Sweden for further examination, and duplicates c
copies could e taken, if possible, to Sweden, The costs ¢
the expedition, including the salaries of the Chinese sehol
ars, were the responsibility of Hedin {Hedin 10943a; Skotts
berg 1951, 165-166; Romgard 2013, 2116,

The second part of the expedition, Part 11, took place &
1928-1933, with the field work largely carried out by Swe
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== scholars, but with a fair number of Chinese scholars
Fnﬂpa:mg, The Chinese Governmerit had finally aborted
e aviation project alrogether, and had sent the Germans
—= 2nd with them the funding from Deutsche Luft-
C === The costs for this period were secured first by the
Swe=cish State and King, and thereafter by private donors,
&=ong them a swedish-American millionaire, Vincent
Sccix from Chicago, whose liberal donations secured the
—edision’s comprehensive collection of ethnographic ob-
= iater to benefit the Ethnographic Museum in Stock-
e (Monitell 1951; Linée 1965). Over a pericd of five years
; fisldwork was carried out from Tibet and Xinjiang
= === west, over the Edsingol on the edge of the Gabi
Seeect in central north China, to Peking in the east, This
== =finitely the expedition's most fruitful period, al-
st greatly affected from time to time by the tense po-
= siruation between the Chinese national government
2 &= governors in Xinjiang, who regularly opposed the
sedition and Republican China by all means possible. (CL
sward & Perdue 2004, 57-62. Lattimore 1962, 151-154L
The last part, Part 111, took the original route of Part L,
— P=king to Urumgi through the Gobi, but this time by
sssemobile and supported by the (new) Chinese Govern-
me== headed by Chiang Kai-shek. The aim was "to investi-
== =~ then submit to the Government in Nanking pro-
==1= concerning the laying of two motor-car roads be-
= China proper and the province of Sinkiang" (Hedin
s Besides this, many research tasks were undertaken
t 2 woant stafl of Swedes and Chinese, among these the
1 '_ — = snsive collection of religious artefacts and the ini-
. ecientific work on this material, After sixteen months
== sxpedition party returned to Nanking in February 1935,
+hic marked the end of the expedition, The further
= on the research material was carried out in China
e==s many moenths in cooperation with Chinese, Ti-
=== and Mongolian specialists, as were the comprehen-
S logstical tasks with regard to the collections and their
- Samier transport to Sweden. The wide-ranging coliections
SEE es=nographic objects included thousands of objects 1e-
e ro Tamaism, and daily objects as well as ritual objects
& China, Mongolia, Tibet and Turkestan. These were
s-rred to the State Ethnographic Museum in Stock-
‘Bl where they were processed by specialists over the
Seess head (Montell 1951, 177)4°
Th= subsequent publication project was ambitious, and
S EEmsocdinary inits kind. The series Reports from the Scientific
‘Seseson to the North Western Provinces of China urider the Lead-

=
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ership of Dr. Sven Hedin was 10 comprise fifty-six volumes di-
vided into the following themes: Geography 1, Ceodesy IL
Geolagy 111, Palaeobotany IV, Invertebrate Palaeontology V.
Vertebrate Palaeontology V1, Archaeoclogy V11, Ethnography
V111, Meteorology IX, Zoology X, and Botany X1 Within each
theme more publications were issued. By 1951 (one year be-
fore Hedin's death), thirty-five of the planned volumes
were available (Montell 1951, 178-181) and in 1997 the series
was completed with the appearance of the last volume (58!
{Jarring 1997). The first funding came from the Swedish
Academy of Sciences and was the result of a recommenda-
tion from the Swedish King to the Academy, which firtally
dishursed half the requested amount, 55K 300,000, Over 2
period of six years, Additional support after 1943, when the
public sources had been pxhausted, came from a number
of private donors in Sweden and America, from individual
grants from the Swedish Research Couneil and the corre-
sponding research council of the Danish state, the Rask-
Orsted Foundation, which supported the publication of vol-
ume 21, VIII (Ethnography): The Music of the Mongols, the
sound recordings and attending documentation collected
by Haslund on his first expedition to Eastern Mongolia in
1936-1937, his so-called Collection Il of recorded music, Be-
sides Haslund's weighty chapter “On the Trail of Ancient
Mongol Tunes” and an introduction by Hedin, the volume
has contributions from the musicologist Ernst Emsheimer
and the philologist Kaare Grenbech, The recordings made
on the Sino-Swedish expedition between 1928 and 1924,
Haslund's Collection 1, was worked on by him and others
upon his return to Sweden as we shall see in chapter 3. It
was never published.

The official travel accounts of the expeditior, based on
correspondence, diaries and field reports, were incorporat-
ed into the series in volumes 23-26, the first three of which
Hedin himself edited (Hedin 10432, 1943b and 1944], while
the archaeologist Folke Bergman edited volume 26 {1035}
including the field reports on Archaeology {Folke Bergman},
Geology (Cerhard Bexell), Palaeontology (Birger Bohlin}, and
Ethnography (Césta Montell). Individual travel accounts
appeared aftér some years and to the official, schelarly feld
reports we can add the personal contributions, such as
Haslund's Zajagan (1935) [Men and Cods in Mongolia 1935}
Cista Montell's Vira vanner pd stdppen [Our Friends on the
steppe] (1934), Fritz Mithlenweg’s Mit-Sven Hedin zu den Tor-
got-Mongolen [With Sven Hedin to the Torgut-Mongols]
(1935}, Georg Soderbom’s Borfom Kinesiska muren [Beyond the
Chinese wall) (1954}, and Frans August Larson's Bland vargar
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S [ Mongoliet [Among Wolves and Robbers in Mongo-
= 2es2. Hedin himself contributed to the genre with Ater
B s - min expedition |Back to Asia - my Expedition] (1g927-
8 2=2 Cobidrkenens gdtor [The Riddles of the Gobi Desert]
oS L

SSOETl caravan man to research assistant

Smre the first year of the expedition, Haslund stood the
BSE 25 caravan marn: the opportunities for his particular
pessties - practicality, logistical skills and courage - were
s===ifu! On several occasions he was tasked with organ-
=== the caravan and leading it through terrain that was
B g=ozraphically and politically critical. The most dan-
e undertaking was the journey out of Edsingol
=m=mish the Black Gobi to Hami. The passage was organ-
=== I three columns; the largest, with 127 camels, was to
Ew=nce slong the northern edge of the desert, led by Lar-
== the second column, with 30 camels, led by the Swedish
tSelars Bergman and Norin, was to follow the southern
== of the desert; and finally, the third column was to pass
==ou=h the very heart of the desert, and was Haslund's te-
pemsibility. Accompanied by the Cerman meteorclogists
=ose, Dettemann, Hempel, and Kaul, whose tasks were

e = oo-Swedish expedition was a considerable operation: to ac-
Em=ocate the 45 field scholars employed over the years, it thok 21
ESscSan caravan men and 43 saérvants, plus a varying number of
E=5y emiployed cooks and camel men. The helpers were paid in the
sm=ncy of the day, Mexican dollars. Hedin and dog waits behind

= Do of money for the workers to come and collect their Wages,
& % Ssnked by Soderbom and Larson to the right and Hummel and
=g o the left. Photo: Paul Lieberentz, 1927, SMVK £ Sven Hedin
BESETIOnN

Against the perfect background of two
beautiful Mongolian travel tents, Hasiund
assists the German film photographer Paul
Liebereitz at the camera In the making of
the documentary of the expedition. Photo
Paul Lieberantz, 1927, SMVK £ Sven Hedin
Foundatian,

to make astronomical observations for the aviation project,
this crossing was regarded as the most problematic, in
terms of both the climatic conditions and the scarcity of
water. Haslund carefully laid a plan and decided to use
only 24 camels and no servants except two Mongolian
pathfinders. From each camel he removed so kilos of load
and replaced this with camel food. Haslund anticipated
that the crossing would take 25 days, but the route was un-
familiar, with only two waterholes along the road of whose
precise location they had no knowledge. The crossing was
rougher than expected, but after 28 days they safely
reached the outskirts of Hami - only to be arrested by a
group of seldiers belonging to the ruling Governor Yang
Tseng-Hsien (Yang Zengxin) of Xinjiang. Although he was
relieved to have comne through, the situation was critical,
as Haslund wrote to Hedin:

Dear Doctor,

We arrived here at Hami on 11 Decemnber after having been
detained at the village of Miao Goe [...] we had a long argu-
ment about our weapons and finally reached a compromise:
thar all weapons and amnmunition were to be packed in a
chest guarded by the Mongol soldiers here in our compound
in Hami [...| the few letters we have received have all been
censored [...] Everybody seems very friendly, yet one feels
that something is wrong and we are not wanted here |...| In-
formation from two days ago has it that the authorities'
mistrust is towards our Chineses members - but when the
Doctor arrives, I'm sure everything will be fine

The physical struggles of the journey through the Black
Gobi were soon overshadowed by the massive resistance
from the local Chinese authorities. After some weeks of pa-
tience and diplomatic ingenuity on the part of the expedi-
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tion - for which Haslund deserved a fair part of the credit
— the parties were reconciled for a while, which gave the
expedition a breathing space and time to work. However,
the political tensions in the region were a constant threat
to the agenda of the expedition. These were caused by the
unstable relationships between Xinjiang's various ethnic
groups, who had rebelled against the “imperialism" of the
new nationalist China from the start, and rhe Chinese an-
thorities. Although Covernor Yang had managed so far to
balance the conflicts among the ethnic groups, the fear of
an outbreak of civil war and uprisings made him exercise
strict contral;

[He] proved skillful |...| at balancing the many interests in
Xinjiang through cronyism and surveillance. He played off
the ethnic groups of Kazaks, Mongols, Tungans and
Uyghurs and regiomnal cliques .| against one another [and]
kept an eye on everyone through a wide-ranging system of

informants (Millward & Tursun 2co4q, 70-71),

The very existence of a large group of miked Chinese and
foreign scholars - heavily armed too - with permission
from the central government to engage in scholarly re-
search all over Xinjiang was bound to cause suspicion. After
one month's captivity, Haslund and his column were es-
corted by Yang's scldiers out of Hami to Urumai, where
theéy came under the direct protection (and control) of the
Covernor, as indicated above, the parties came to a certain
understanding, and from that time onwards Yang support-
ed the expedition until his assassination in July 1928
(Haslund 1935, 118), For Yang, no doubt, his attitude of ac-

CHAPTEF

The Gi-year ald Hedin suffered from time to time of kidney stone
attacks after which he needed rest and care. Hedin réceives a local
dignitary in his travel tent while Haslund waits an them. Photo:
Paul Lieberentz, 1927 SMYVE L Sven Hedin Foundation

ceprance may alse have been a way to contain the activitii
of the expedition. It is obvious from the correspondence
the expedition members that their letters were constant
censored, and that their movements were closely mon
tored by Yang's soldiers. After Yang's deathin July 1928, h
successor Jin Shuren became a far more difficult counte:
part, who constantly tried to obstruct the expedition
plans, which finally led to their departure from Xinjiang i
the autumn of 1929 (Hedin 1943a, 28-30).

By the end of February 1928 the expedition membe

Standing in the centre surrounded by his officials
is Covernar ¥ang Tseng-Hsien, the Chinese head
official of Xinjiang between 1912 and 1928, welcon
ing the Hedin expedition to Urumal. After severe
initial problems, Yang supported Hedin's expedi-
tion and its members. To the right Hedin's profile
Is Just visible and to the left Haslund, wearing a
hat. Xinjiang was loaded with tensions fram the
conflicts between the many different athnic
groups in the province, but Yang managed to bak
ance the power struggles, not necessarily with
diplomacy. He was loyal to Chinese authority on
the outside, but ran the province independently :
an adtocracy after his own fashion, accarding to
Millward £ Tursun 2004, 68-89. Photo: Paul Liebe
entz, 1927 SMVE £ Sven Hedin Foundation
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B e—er=d 3gain in Urumgi, and Governor Yang granted
e csion for the expedition to initiate werk. Soon
e 2= —orbers scattered in different directions in pur-
= & ==w tasks. With a renewal of his contract and a
Bl = Haclund left Urumgi on 13 March to accompany
I Seeech archaeologist Folke Bergman on a survey to
Emmre=n plateau of Tibet in the foothills of the Altyn
R Scertains.

s was 2 journey of nearly six months, during which
= === report (1945, 27-70) and Haslund's Zajagan (1935,
s we have the account of the physical ordeals they
_ == the exhausting marches through the Tarim
__‘2:& ihe desert beyond, and the equally tough and

e e were brought closely together, From Berg-

Fc =t Bergmian in the "Turk” village of
-__l: = viliage elder (with beard) and the
e sl and secretany are flanked on the
h se=und and Bergman, and on the left by
= 7L The Turkic-speaking Musiim popula-
B e eaoe. [ike many of the other villages
I sons the way, was denoted Sorts, a
-ss_-: Sy =xpiorers at the time! in fact they
B meonle of Turkic background. “The
:'-'-I £ Turkestan are very becoming in many

s o f=ai That they are more closely re-
S s ol Face than the Chinese, Many of
hﬁ!‘ == wery beautiful and could pass for
B Soemosans”, Maslund wrote to Ingeborg,
I T T May 1928, Photo: Folke Berng-
& 4
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Haslund and Bergman résting in front of their travel
tent. Haslund assisted Swedish archaeologist Folke
Bergman on his special archeological mission, a
journey af more than six months' surveys across the
Tarim Basin and further on to the northern plateau
of Tibat in the foothilis of the Altyn Tag Mountains,
It wias a tough and dangerous travel route which
brought the two men close together. Photo; Folke
Bergman, 1928, SMVK & Sven Hedin Foundation.

dangerous ascent to the village of Temerlik at the lake Cas
Nor on the Tibetan plateau. Although he suffered from se-
rious breathing problems in the thin air, Haslund was de-
scribed by Bergman as “a first-class pathfinder and a good
organizer of tricky caravans in the mountains” (1545, 47-
48}, In the small oasis villages along the way in Singer,
Shindi, and Charkhlig, where they enjoyed longer stays,
they were hiospitably received by the local “Sarts” (the pres-
ent-days Uyghurs),*® and immersed themselves in the ro-
mnance of quiet oasis life; “We were totally enchanted by the
place {...) 50 we put the tired camels out to grass in the
nearby mountains to the south and enjoyed the feeling of
long-gone times far from civilization” (Haslund 1935, 133}
Along the way Haslund carried out anthropometrical
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measurerments on available locals, a task in which he had
been originally instructed by the expedition's physician
David Hummel who was the main responsible member for
these undertakings of the mission. Bergman's diary in-
forms us that these artempts were mostly met with reluc-
tance, especially among the Mongoels; burt at the pasis of
Charkhlig, he seems to have had better luck: Hashund of-
fered medicines from their well-assorted travel pharmacy
to the locals and in return asked them to have their meas-
urements taken. These experiences gave rise to the follow-
ing rather astonishing statements from Haslund:

It was easy to distinguish totally different racial types
among the native population. Some were tall with Arvan
facial traits, light brown eyes, red-brown skin colour and of-
ten reddish hair. Some were more than two metres tall and
their beardless faces did not remind me of any dther ace |
have:seen in Central Asia. In the wild Mongel types, who
differed greatly from the Sarrs, we could trace descendants
of twenty Mongol women who were brought here a getier-
ation ago as war booty from the nomadic Mongol group the
Dede in northeastern Tibet (Haslund 1935, 133),

We must presume that Haslund's knowledge of anthropo-
metrics was rather limited, and most likely the above in-
formation on the alleged relationship between the various
"wild” Mongol groups in the village and beyond comes
from other sources than anthropometrical measurements,
Anthropometrics was on the expedition's agenda, as it was
standard procedure among Western explorers at the time
when they operated in non-Western societies, and was a
generally accepted miethod of establishing so-called “folk
types”, their descent and historical interrelationships, The
procedures involved comprehensive external measure-
ments of head and face as well as blood testss®

The measurements ffom Xinjiang were later handed

over to Paul Stevenson, Professor of Anatomy at Peking:

Medical College, and a collabarator of the expedition, who
was convinced that “merely using the methods of physical
anthropology one could determine the mutual relation-
ships of the present tribes and folk-groups in Central Asia
and their descent from the famous Mongol hordes” (Has-
land 1943, 15). Such goals were on the expedition’s list of
tasks, and Haslund offered his assistance. There is no evi-
dence, however, that the material was ever incorporated
into the expedition's publications, When Haslund took up
anthropometrical measurement at the beginning of his

e e e e e e et s e
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first expedition some yedrs later, he obviously did so
conventional scientific reasons more than a belief in |
method's capacity to “achieve satisfactory results” (H
lund 1943, 15), and he soon discarded the method altoge
er, His rejection of the use of anthropometrics then, ho
ever, appears to have been due less 1o its scientific flaws
labelling ethnic groups as “pure” or “mixed” {or plai
“basrard™), as many anthropologists did at the time, an
sumprion he did not question, than to the belief that st
ideas were alien to his goal, namely to establish histori
cultural relationships among different Mongol grot
through a comparison of their songs and legends (ibid., -
In 1928, however, in the first working year of the Sis
Swedish expedition, Haslund wasa learner, and he entt
siastically accepted the taking of measurements - |
other tasks he had as an:assistant. Gradually his perfor
ance of such duties established a basis of self-confider
and mutual acknowledgement between him and his ex
dition partners, and obviously between im and Hed
Most ofall, working as an assistant to the scientists offe]
Haslund a perfect opportunity to become involved in “s
ence”, and to get a glimpse of scientific methods, Bej
part of a scientific endeavour, he gradually realized,
volved interaction with the native population, and doi
so proved meaningfil. Through such interactions,
which Haslund was well equipped linguistically, he was
duced to take a deeper, more personal interest in i
whereabouts of the Mongol groups in the area, and to 1
derstand their cultural life and history, He was particula
attracted by the Torguts, who lived as a minority in X
jlang scattered among the majority of Han Chinese a
Turkic-speaking peoples, and were the remains of the
tocated Kalmyks or Torguts from the Volga region. Hi
lund's first encounter with the Torguts was at Edsing
where he accompanied Hummel on his botanical exo
sions up the River Edsina to make contact with the Edsi
Torguts. During their five weeks' stay they established gc
relationships with the tribal establishment and enjoy
averwhelming hospitality from the tribal court. Recurre
encounters in Urumgi with other confederated O
groups, such as the Khoshut, who were recruited as soldi
in General Yang's army, only stimulated Haslund's inter
in the current situation of the existing remnants of the §
merly powerful federation of West Mongolian tribes, 1
Oirat, On the Tibetan plateau Haslund encountered the
madic Dede, descendants of the Khoshut, who had cc
quered the northern Tibetan territories centuries earl



{Haslund 1935, 144). The final and significant mesting,

however, came with Haslund's jeurney to the Khara Shat
Torgues*

in the late summer of 1928 Haslund took his leave of
Bergrnan at the oasis of Cherchen, where the latter had de-
cided to devote some time to archaeological investigations.
After almost six moenths it was difficult for Haslund to part
frormn “the best travelling companion on a difficult excur-
sion” (Haslund 1935, 145). For Bergman too, who wrote in
his diary; “It was with a heavy heart that I parted from this
splendid comrade and manliest of friends” (Bergman 1945,
70). By 1 October Hedin had made Haslund the practical
coordinator of communications between "headquarters”
Hedin and the two field workers, geologist Erik Norin and
archaeologist Folke Bergman during their explorations of
the region berween the Turfan Depression and the Altyn
Tagh mountains, At first Haslund was sent to Oreget (near
the present Yangi), a location in the foothills of the Tien
Shan Mountains where the Khara Shar Torguts lived, to
buy up camels for Hedin's planned journey through the
Taklamakan Desert. The expected short stay was prolonged
by weeks because of political tension in the region. During
thiz time he was introduced to the political and spiritual
leader Sin Chin Gegen Hutukhtu® who permitted him to
stay and introduced him to his court. The buying of camels
was soon abandoned as a result of the increasing gravity of
the political situation. The Khara Shar officials offered him
protection for some weeks, and the leader was receptive to
Haslund's wishes and allowed him to make anthropomet-
rical measurements and record songs on his small Edison
phonograph:

The Prince was very interested in the recordings and sent
riders out around the-area to bring in good singers. 1 am
myself very satisfied with the results, which apart from
their sclentific importance |...| is also marterial for a musical
person to make a beautiful musical score for our film

The correspondence between Haslund and Hedin® docu-
ments the political turmoil in the area, and to aveid cen-

Anthropometric measurements were on the expedition's agenda,
including comprehensive external measurements of head and face,
demonstrated here, The procedures were conducted by David Hum-
mel, Hedin's physician, and assisted by Haslund, whe took notes.
The German military membier van Kaul is watching. Phato: Paul
Lieberentz, 1927-1928. SMVI L Sven Hadin Foundation.
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Soldiers of the Khashut Mongols. Haslund encountered different

Mongolian groups of the earlier Qret confederation, such as the
¥Khushut, the related nemadic Dede Mangols, and the Tsagechin
Beife group, all-of which nurtured his interest in their history and
interrelationships. Photographer unknown

sorship Haslund sent the letters by courier. Sin Chin
Gegen's spies had reported on movements of Chinese
treops in the region, and as things grew more critical, the
Khara Shar leader no longer dared offer refuge, and ordered
Haslund to retumn to headgquarters in Urumgi along with
the other members of the expedition under his responsi-
bility, After Covernor Yang's death the political situarion
had worsened considerably, and the political balance was
fragile: “All the officials here are extremely kind, but they
are afraid to do anything to upset the Governor (Jin Shu-
ren)" s In mid-November Haslund was finally forced to re-
turmn te Urnmgi. The music recordings from the Khara Shar
were well received by Hedin;

That November niight in Urumshi the young Danish singer
and I decided that it was to be his task n the expedition to
collect and preserve as much as possible of the musical
treasures of Mongolia as had not yet been obliterated by
time or forgotten by the new generations (Hedin 19434, 7).

Consequently, after Christmas, when Haslund returned to
Oreget, he was determined to pursue recordings of songs
and to obrain information on the history of the tribe:

CHAPTE

The chief of the
Dede Mongols ir
his yurt. Hasluni
wias received by
hirm during his
stay with Bergm
an the Tibeten
plateau in-1928.
Photo: Folke
Bergman, 1928,

They were somewhat-annoyed that [ didn't show any int
est In the current polifical issues, butas] got them to T
ognize my sincere interest in the history of the Torgut M
gols and my Tespect for their lore and traditions, their s
picion disappeared (Haslund 1935, 174).

The stay lasted three months and was a personal bre:
through for Haslund, He made sixty recordings on w
cylinders (some of which were lost in an accident in 1o
and make up what Haslund named his Collection L thi
thoroughly founded his furure work on sound recordir
on his coming expeditions,**Historical dara were collect
from interviews with important figures at the court of §
Chin Gegen and beyond, and from his participation w
the inhabitants.of the palace city of Khoten-Sume, ineve:
day and ceremonial activities. This was information abe
tribal legends, traditions and social organization and t
type of knowledge that was stored in the minds of stor
tellers, elderly lamas and "old patriarchs whose words 5
carry a strong impression, but who soon-all die out, a
with each and every one of them some of the old knoy
edge is irrevocably lost” (Haslund 1941).4 This material w
incorporated into his book Zajagan (1935) as part of his;
count of the tribal history, movements and political orgs
ization of the Terguts over the previous two centurie



5in Chin Gegen
Hutukhty, Chief of the
Khara Shar Torguts and
living Buddha. During
Haslund's stay in Khara
Shar the two became
clgse friends. Haslund
received considerable
privileges asa field
wiorker amang the
Torguts and initiated his
collection of music
recardings. Photog-
rapher unknown,

BRSNS S on hand with the chief of the Tsagechin Beile Mangols
B =t i Urumai. With the agency of Haslund, the chief
RS = === of fine ethnographic objects to the expedition.
e ater inciuded in the collettion at the museum In Stock-
R See—semasher unknown.

=== oo smdence in Haslund's beoks of how he worked
St o wihat he actually did to obtain the informa-
B == = no specification of the method applied. Still, it

ey thongh that during his stay at the Khara Shar,
B ==rrook in participant observation with the local
—t==s and singers as "ethnographic informants™; in
B wmesds, Haslund practiced what we would character-
B = cshnographic field work. This was not a term
BN ==="und or his fellow expedition members, but the
B ooie—tins involved close observations of and inter-
BSes stk the native population. The decision to become
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forgut women of the royal lineage, dressed up {or religious cere-

manies. The photo may be from outside the chief's palace in the
city of Khoten Surme where Haslund stayed for some months In
early 1929, Photographer unknawn,

the chronicler of the Torgur Mongals, however - as he did
in his bogk — was the result of a later discovery, based on
studies of the collected material and the interpretation of
the sources after his return to Eurape.

Haslund left the Khara Shar in early April 1929, and one
month later he ook his leave of the expedirion and left
Xinjiang for Stockholm via Russia. In appreciation of the
support of Hedin and the Sino-Swedish Expedition for Sin
Chin Gegen - and asa token of the personal friendship be-
tweer Haslund and the Torgut leader - Haslund was of-
fered an extraordinary farewell gift to be presented to the
Swedish King Custav V! a temple yurt completely equipped
with ceremonial objects.’s The yurt was transported to
Sweden by Haslund in May 1929 and presented to the King
in a ceremony at the Ethnographic Museum in Stockholm
on 8 Seprember 1929,

Splitting up with Hedin

After his sojourn in Stockholm and Copenhagen over the
summer, Haslund returned to Mongelia in September 1929
with a new contract in his pocket, specifically stating that
hewas engaged for “the tasks of purchasing ethnographic
and cult objects”.* Hedin had also been back in Stockholm
over the summer and met a promising young graduate in
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Lieberentz, 1929, SMYK L Sven Hadin Foundation,

ethnography, Costa Montell, who had been recommended
ta him by Hedin's friend Erland Nordenskjold of the Ethno-
graphic Museum in Stockholm. Montell was immediately
recruited, Accompanied by Hedin and Hummel, Montell
arrived in Tiensien in October and was introduced to the
Scandinavian members of the expedition at their base
camp in Batkhalaag. Frans August Larson and Haslund
were ready Lo accompany the group on a planned tour
through south-western Inner Mongolia with the purpose
of purchasing a temple for the expedition’s American spon-
sor Vincent Bendix. With the newly engaged Dane Bent
Friis-Johansen as driver®™ and the missionary Joel Eriksson
as puide, the expedition's ethnographer Gosta Montell was
in good hands and had high expectations of this first im-
portant journey into the region (Montell 1945, 332-333). The
so-called “remple tour” in November 1929 was the last time
Haslund participated in the expedition activiries. Soon af-
terwards he fell ill and was diagnosed with a serious infec-
tiofn, Stuck by himself at the Imperial Hotel in Tiensien
aver a period of almost two months, Haslund became more

and more isolated from the rest of the group who were
gathered in Larson's house in Kalgan over Chirlstmas. On 7
january 1930 he assured Hedin in a letter that he would be
fit again after another ten days.™ However, alternative
arrangements must have been made, as documented by
the following entry in Hedin's expedition diary ane month
later:
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From the interior of the temple yurt when it was erected and furnished in Urumgi, The yoert was donated by 5in Chin Gegen as a token of

friendship to the Swedish King Gustav V. It was brought to Urumgl from Khoten Sume by Haslund, and later an, to Stockholm. Fhotor Pal

Haslund leaves the expedition. Haslund [..| wasat thet
miore or less idle. He had periods of illness and had been
able during the winter to participate in the work of the
pedition as much a5 he would have wished, As he plan
to marry, he needed to look for 2 more secure and pen
nenit job than the expedition was able to offer him, an
was therefore agreed that he should wind up his connec
with us after the good threse years during which he had b
in our service. On 7 February hie left for Calourta and Kan
to take up a post connected with the commerce betw
British India and Eastern Turkestan (Hedin 1og3b, Par
ag),

Was Haslund dismissed by Hedin - or was he in fact le
ing at his own wish? We do not know for sure. What |
was there to take up for him in British India, as He
mentions, and was the further mention of Turkestan
lated in some way to Haslund's experience and contact
Hinjiang? The decuments inform us that the expedit
work did come to a remnporary standstill at the time du
lack of funds, but alse that Hedin had engaged Montel
be the ethnographer of the expedition in spite of the

that Haslund's contract (of October 1929) stipulated tha
was engaged to contribute in this area. Would Haslune
in the way - or had there been disagreements betw
Haslund and Heding On the other hand, the fact t
Haslund had become engaged to be married to Iriga M
Lindstrem, to whom he was introduced by the Hedin £




= reception of the temple yurt at the Ethnographic Museum
B SSacatolm in 1929, Swedish King Gustav WV with Hedin and
== on his feft side. SMVE £ Sven Hedin Foundation,
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his stay in Stockholm in the summer of 1929,
B mave siven Haslund food for thought, More than any-
e this event must have forced Haslund to consider his
E==sion seriousty with regard to ensuring a permanent
Evee—e for the future, Still, something must have hap-
=== o harm Haslund's position. He complained about
B =tuation in a letter to Alma Hedin, which we do not
== unfortunately, we only know Alma's reply. The dis-

@82t s certainly confirmed in the letter from Alma, and

&5 for the rumour that Sven had to let you go because of

sour illness, and the way this was interpreted by some of

== fellow countrymen, you should rest easy on this ac-

oot As the case was, and still 1s, with this endless waiting

ey and permission which haven't arrived yet, and
everything has wotrked counter to the expecrations

we Bad in the summer, Sven cannot possibly spend Bendix's

=os=y o keep someone lying idle, perhaps for months, Lar-
=on nas returned to his place in Kalgan, and will only return
==en Sven needs him again [...] It is at the top of my wish
2= that vou will find a good position seon, and that you and
Memmie will marry soon and be endlessly happy™

S Haslund's correspondence with Mammie, his wife to

= Suring his stay in India afterwards, it is obvious,

i
A
]
i
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Costa Maontell (1899-1975) during field work among the Edsina Torgut

Mongois, Mantell stayed with the Sino-Swedish expedition from
1925 1o 1932, He carried out extensive field wark among the Edsina
Torguts in 1930-1931 {(Montell 1934; 1940). In 1931-1933 he assisted the
sinologist Professor Ferdinand Lessing in the collection of Lamaist-
Buddhist cultobjects in Peking (Montell 1945; Lessing 1942}, Mantel|
became the ethnographer par excellence of the Sino-Swedish expedi-
tion, and after its termination he became the expedition’s adminis-
trator, antiquarian, and leader of the publicatian praject until his
death. Upan his return from the expedition, hewas employed

as curator of the Asiatic Collections at the Ethnographic Musgum
in steckholm (cf. Montell 1932; 1935; 1951, Odelberg 2008; johansson
2012; Romgard 2013), SMVEK L Sven Hedin Foundation
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Haslund's wife-to-be, Inga Marit Lindstrém or Mammie, was a dear
and close friend of the Hedin family. Later on, after she had married
Haslund, the close relationship with the strong Hedin family was

oth a gift and a burden. Herethe Hedin's are gathered on the steps

of their sumimer cottage: in the backrow Inga Marit is linking arms

with Emma and Clara, next to Alma and Gerda. In the front from
the left are Carl, Anna Mia Sundstrdm (born Hedin), her daughter
Marta Sundstrom and Sven. Possibly from thelate 19205 SMVE £
Sven Hedjn Foundation

though, that Haslund felt strong resentment against
Hedin. That Haslund had made arrangements to work
with the British authorities in Kashmir, in sither politics
or business; may very well have led to arguments between
them, given Hedin's strong anti-British feelings. But again
this is speculation or at bests gualified guesses, Haslund
had difficulty letting go of the feelirig of having been the
object of some sort of fraud, as he wrote to Mammie:
“When | return to Sweden [ shall meet Sven and be able to
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contradict his lies. When 1 left him in Peking he was |
kindness and sweetniess and promised all sorts of things
| after having travelled with him for almost three yearn
know him very'well and I say calmly that | do not tru
him* 5

A Himalayan interlude:
Trade routes or British intelligence?

With regard to taking up a post in British India, it appe:
from his personal notes and letters that for some tir
Haslund had in fact been making plans to epen a tra
route between Kashmir in British India and Kashgar
Xinjiang, with a point of departure in Srinagar, and wi
this purpose in mind he had listed several companies, p1
sumably to be contacted in order to obtain the agencies |
Central Asia® He arrived in India in March 1g30and co
tacted the Bricish authorities, who had shown interest
his trade project. The situation, however, rerained uncle
and no definite jobs were available to Haslund. In a len
to Hedin he-admitted that although he was ready for me
advenrures, leaving his expedition had been difficulr: “D
by day it becomes easier to let go of the gloomy thougl
of upset plans and dreams of Mongolia and to focuson
plans, the new country and on a future life for me a
Mammia" *

Haslund's stay in Kashmir lasted approximately o
year, He reported to Mammie on how, after menths of ha
work, he finally managed to send off his first caravan on
May from Srinagar to Turkestan (Xinjiang), which also
ried important lettérs to his princély friends beyond t
passes,’ [n June he obtained several concessions for tradi
goods, from among others the American British Tobac
Company (BAT) and Burmah Shell, and had contacted pc
sible British investors in Kashmir, Haslund looked forws
to diseussing his plans with Colonel R. C. E Schombers
withh whom he had been in contact and who was on |
way to take up the post as British Political Agent in Kas
miir: ¥l am anxious to hear his suggestions and |...| ho
they mayv be of a kind which will enable me to fetch you ¢
here, darling. |...| For the dme being 1 am busy writing
arepotrt concerning my experiences and impressions sin
I came out here, which is to be sent to London after Color
Schomberg has seen it" However, it appears that the u
settled times in India made the authorities lpse intergst
investing in his company. Instead, the British authorit
suggested he should take charge of a series of transports



SESSSEC in Ladakh with his dog Sif. The photo was duplicated and
SRS Ss Shends, colleagues and family with dedication and date:
SSmSes=mber, 1930, Photagrapher unknown

SERnE comprising 2000 pony loads thart the British Cov-
s====ni was planning to deliver to Kashgar: “But as they

W e offered a post as trade agent in Leh afrerwards” # In

SS= E=mme lerter hie continued: “Finally, Colonal Schomberg
= for Ladakh and gone on to Xinjiang, and his last
SEECE Tome were 1o stick to my own plans.”

&= o whether Haslund followed Schomberg's advice or
W= - o whether he let himself be involved with, or came
BESe o engaping in alleged illicit {weapons) trading in Xin-

_—“

[1¢]
(V]

Haslund and his servant in front of his houseboat "Twinkle” in Srina-

gar. "If everything goes well | reckon on being back in Srinagar by
May. If the result of this first year's work is good, then | have ane
month's werk ahead of me sending a new caravan off to Turkestan
and can then return home [to Stackholm] by the beginning of july
And bring you here my darling” Haslund wrote to Mammie 15 July
1930. Haslund's stay in Kashmir lasted about one vear, during which
he tried to establish a transport business between Kashmir and
Xinjiang. Photographer unknown, 1930,

jiang, or had other dealings with the British Intelligence
Service in Kashmir - Haslund is silent and so are the
sources. According to his first biographer Lennart Edelberg,
Haslund sent information to the Danish social register
KRAK's Blue Book in 1936" which stated: “Representative
of the British Government in Leh during the negotiations
with the Central Asian authorities in 1930-31." Edelberg
confirms that Haslund indeed participated as the British-
Indian Government's representative in Leh during a ses-
sion of negotiations with Central Asian authorities, but in
October 1930 only. Working on Haslund's bicgraphy, Edel-
berg wrote to his colleague at the Narional Museurm of his
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View of the Himalaya from Ladakh, the region throusgh which Hastund planned a caravan route, Photo: Haslund, 1930

finds in London: *... concerning HHC s journey from India
ta Sinkiang in 1930-31 1 was informed that all records in the
India Office Records of 24 August 1931 were destroyed.™

Bertweern passes

Haslund had no luck with his caravan business, The first
caravan sentoff in May never arrived at its destination, and
the second, which left Leh on 2 December 1930, he was in-
formed, had encountered serious trouble due to harsh
weather, which had caused the death of a young Swede,
Pelycarpus Lindgvist, whom Haslund had permitted to ac-
company the caravan,” Haslund decided to send out a res

cue caravan and to lead it himself. *T am now between the
two passes of Tragbar and Burzil," he wrote to Mammie on
11 January 1931, “We've had snow for three days-and all
passes are closed [,..| After this last very tragic loss I could
not go home [to Sweden|, nor could 1 sit quiet in Srinagar,
so I decided to go to Kashgar myself, Of all the three passes

here - Tragbal, Burzil and Mintaka - Burzil is the mo
difficult-and it has kept me here for three days [...] 1 ha
two good Tibetan servants and 11 coolies with me; we fc
low the route of the telegraph line where there is less sno
... it is imposgsible té say when we can start, [ assure yo
I'll be very cautious”.™ Such letters would hardly have bee
reassuring, and fortunately for his family the letters nev
reached Mammie until after his return to Sweden.

I'wo days later, on 13 January 1931, Haslund continus
in the same letter: "Still here, bad weather, but we sta
tonight. Restless, Cannot sleep”. On 24 January it went o
*I'vie had bad luck; and now 1 lie with a broken femur.” Tt
letter, which obviously took the form of a-diary, continue
on 14 February: "Now one month has passed since my b:
luck. Unfortunately my leg has been repaired badly™. Intt
letter - or diary - the cause of his "bad luck"” was new
mentioned. The actual cause, however, was that Haslur
and most of his caravan had been buried under an av:
lanche that had swept them down into the valley belos



W= caravan of Tibetan helpers resting, presumably in the Tragbal pass, just before they were struck by an avalance in january 1931,

B Eastund, 1931

= 5= conrinued reporting on the incident in the letter
M=menie, we learn how he was rescued by one of his
= helpers who noticed Haslund's hiking stick pro-
=== rizhr up into the air through the snow. One month
B == zscistants had sent for help and with the intervern-
o == indian physician, who helped with a temporary
e of the fracture, it was arranged that Haslund would
==—=c down the mountain on a sledge and taken to the
s in Srinagar, In his last entry in the letter to Mam-
£ o= = March 1931, before he was transported to Sweden
=r 5= painstakingly recounted the details of the
feats pessage ahead of him before his safe arrival in Sri-
=

W s==y i a rest house (built and owned by Great Northermn)
o= == cunside Srinagar, We cannot get hold of any food
See= and the coolies have gone away, We started on 27 Feb-
Sy 2o covered the distance in three days [...] I expect go
St o turn up from the other side of the Tragbal pass,

but they have not appeared. | sohoped they would arrive to-
day, From here to the foot of the pass itis 4 miles througha
narrow riverbed with steep mountainsides on both sides.
This stretch is the most dangerous of all, and avalanches of-
tenl happen here, When we have covered the four miles, |
shall be relieved.”

Approximately one menth later Haslund returned to Stock-
holm. It is worth noticing that the stay in Kashroir and be-
yond and his activities there were recorded in his collected
travel experiences and marked on his map of expedition
routes in Zagajan. In retrospect, it is interesting to note that
Haslund's sojourn in India also merited the following entry
in Hedin's official travel diary, published in 1043 despite the
fact that Haslund had left his expédition in 1931;

In April Henning Haslund-Christensen arrived in Sweden
[...] On 13 January 1931 in the course of his joumey with his
first caravan he met with a terrible accident. His caravan
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The winding and dangerous mountain road by which Haslund was presumably carried down

ta Srinagar one manth after his accident: Photor Haslund, 1931,

wias buried under an avalanche, and [...| Haslund sustained
a severe fracture of the right fermur. He was fetched by aero-
plane and returned to India; but with the broken bone kuit-
ted in the wrong position, and he was obliged to go back to
Europe [...| During the summer of 1931 he lay in hospital in

Stockholm {Hedin 1943b, Part 11, 170},

Upon Haslund's recovery, the relationship between him
and Hedin tock a new turn, affected in some degree by
Haslund's marriage in 1932 to Mammie who was a close
friend of the Hedin family, This brought the two families
close together, and over the years a Kind of father-and-son

relationship developed berween the two men, disrupted
intervals when Haslund distanced himself from Hedii
extreme political views, Above all, Haslund was deeg
grateful for the cpportunity offered to him on the Sio
Swedish expedition, for the experiences obtained duri
these years, and for Hedin's confidence and good advi
with regard to his future plans,

The Sino-Swedish expedirtion was an enormous orde
and irs conclusion marked the end of the age of the gre
expeditions to Inner Asia for a long time to come. The 1
maining group of Scandinavians stayed in China with t
Sino-Swedish expedition until the end, when the metorc
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SSeecition reached Nanking in February 1935, Some of the
=e=rchers stayed in Peking throughour the year, while
SeSesbom and Larson returned to their homes in Khuko
P ESeto and Kalgan, Except for Haslund, none of the Scandi-
S==Sn participants, incl uding Hedin, ever returned to
Mesnnlic
Saring the summer of 1929, when Haslund came back
== Seliver the temple yurt in Stockholm, he paid a visit to
SSewas Thomsen, Head of the Ethnographic Department
=== Danish National Museum, On this occasion Haslund
SSwoted eight te miple scrolls, so-called thangkas, to the mu-
=== The donation was mentioned in the annual report

A ¥ I‘_ ‘i1 !

SCANDINAVIAN EXPLORERS IN MESHCO s i1 &L

I,

=van of the Hed|n expedition heading west in 1927, Phote: Paul Lieberentz, 1927, SMVK £ Sven Hedin Foundation,

of 1929 for the Department, to which Thomsen added: “Cur
compatriot, who is the Swedish explorer Sven Hedin's com-
Panion on his Central Asian expedition [...| expressed the
hope that the day May come when he could return to Asiz
with an expedition under the Danish flag. He wanted this
hope to be realized before the distinctive culture of these
regions disappeared” (Thomsen 1930, 68). Consequently,
when Haslund approached Thomsen nearly six years later
in the early spring of 1936, and repeated his wish, Thomsen
Was receptive and agreed to help find funds for an expedi-
tion.
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i, Carpinj travelled in the vears 1245-1246,
Rubruk in 1253-1255 and Marca Palo between
27zand 1295,

2In Mongolia the era of “The Gréat ¥hans”
refers to-the time of Chinggis Khanand hie
successors, Tom 1206 when Genghis Khan
urnited the Mongol tribes toabout 1368, with
the break-up of the{Mongel) Yian Dimasty in
China.

3. For the ecymolegy of Kalmyks, Dzungarians
and Oler, see Velt 108aa, 81,

4. Thie Otrat (Qirad or Olet) confederation of
Westérn Mongols comprised four main tribal
groups: the Torgut, the-Khoshut (o7 Khaith, the
Durbset (or Derbwet) and the Jungar, From the
last derives-the name “Deungaria”, and at least
four subgroups.

5. The book was published in Eriglish in an
abridged version, translated by john R Krueger
i 195 with tie callaboration of Arash Bor-
marshinoy, Among the Kalmyks of the steppes o
harseback and by Troika: a foumey made in han, Pabli-
catlons of the American Mongolian Society;
occasipnal papers.

& Kaarsherg also browght back a callgerdon aff
tiding gear to Jakob Hegel's privare collectlon,
which was lager transferred to the Royal Agrd-
cultural School in Copenhagen |Lefmanm 1904,
7, The Danish investments in Russia for the
VEar 1g17-1a918 comprised aoo miition DEE, an
amount equal tothe Danish national budget of
the sdme year.

8, In an undated manuscript-on Danish tray
ellars in Asia, Haslund relebrares H.C. Schiern's
endeavaur. See also Bruun 19:s.

g. This'period In Mongotia's political history is
described by many sources, The following is
first and foremast based on Bawden 1g8g,
Jagchid 1999 and Baarbar (Batbayar) 1994,

Lo, Between the Opjum Wars ino the mid- 18508
and the World War [, China was forced 1o sign
ryso-catled “unequal ereaties” with Western
countries, which all added to the growing
humiliacion and loss of sovereignty,

11, Cited in the teport of the Danish Minister to
Ching, H, kauffmanmn, to the Danish Foreign
Ministoy inm 1935 (The Mational Danish Archives,
GCes. | Nr 173, Ragp &),

12 The knowledge of the successful Japanese
attack shook the West profoundly. The face that
a small and hithertoinsignificant eastern
potintry had actually defeated the impressive
Rustian fleet was shocking. The urgent need
for information gave rise to a new newspaper
in Denmark, Ekstrabladet.

13, Uriankaiis a geographical and an echnile la-
bel refersing to the eastern and western arcas
of Lake Bhidvegal - and to category of peoples of
predominantly Turkic ancesury (Didszegt 1061,
157) as-well as some “Darhar Urlanhal™ {Peder-
SBTV 2011, 10; TIote &),

4. Some of these mamed the very companies
that had made enormous forrunes on thir
transactiond in Russia, In the Bolshevik Revolu-
tion some of their fortunes were lost, while
others were lost a5 a result of the 1922 crash of
the Danich bank Landmandsbanken which
shook Danish soclery atall levels:

15, Part of the present provinece of Khavsgal,
Bulguneal is today called Erdenebiulgan, dnd i=
loeated ¢, 132 km south-east of the city of Kha-
gal, which was a Russian border town in 1oz,
incorparated into Mongelia after 1924,

16, Thie diaries of Arthur Bollerup-Seténsen
were published pesthumously by K. Granbech
In 1951,

17. The National Musewm received a number.of
Albertsen’s personal belongings from his time
in Momgoelia and a large collecrion of photos
fram 1931-15922 of widch many are used
throughout the book

18, The expadition is particularly noted forits
finds of the firat fossi] dinosaur egg ever o be
located im the world,

16 The tirle s formed by taking the first syl-
Lable of the name ollowed by theétitle, In 1g11
thesame tithe was alse given to the farious
German traveller and writer Hermann Consten.
20, Haslund to [ngeborg, Urga 14 September
1423 ESHA,

21. Haslund transcribes the monastery as
“Odogna Eure" [1932,°85). According to Soninba-
var, the menastery is most highly synonymous
with “Udgan Huree", now destroved (see
Tserendamba o000, 7461

22 Haslind to Ingeborg, 3 February 1024, ESBA.
23. The mail service went via Russla and ook
about four monchs. At the beginning mall had
tobe retrieved by horse from Khiakra, a journey
which irself cooX 3-6 weeks. Later, niail from
Denmark was sentto the Creat Northern's
office in [rkhutsk, and from there the Danish
telegraphs forwarded it to Kahthyl {the present
Khatgal), a small colony ofa dozen: Russian
houses ar the south polnt of Lake Khavsgnl
Eahthyl was 132 km from Bulguntal {and &oo
km from Urga) (Hastand 1932 100}

24. Haslund uses the Danish word “larmaise-
ring” (larmaization:

5, Haslund o Ingeborg, ibid,

26, Unpublished manuscript for the Swedish
Broadcasting Corporation, 29 March 1ago;
"Bland shamaner i Mongeliet™. (Among Sha-
marns in Mongolia), H-C.PR,

27. Haslund arrived from Innet Mongolia to
assist Krebsin the negotiadons wich the ag-
thorities in Urga in the spring af 1926, the last
time be rerumed o Outer Mongolla

28. The era of the Creat Purge was launched on
10 Seprembér 1937, indtating more than two
yearsof terror divecred first against the Buriats
and the lama monks, Thousands wers execur-
ed, and out of the almost oo tremples and
monasteries, onfy 11 remained fn 1938 (see

further in Baabar (Bathayar) 1ggq, 156-170),
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29, Kauffrnann had already submitted one in
March 1g2g on the political sitedtion in Momny
lia, based on sources available to him in Peki
Kauffmann to the Mindster of Foreign Affalrs
Denmark, Count .2 0. Molkte, The Danish
Legation, Peking, March and September 1925
I Nr. 173, R1, The National Danish Archives.
0. Kauffmann to the Minister of Foreign Af-
fairs in Denmark. Count C.FO. Maltkee; Pekin
zo-Seprember 1925, P4 DerDanske Cesratd
skab i Peking, Ges, | nT, 173. 1. The National
Danish Archives;

31 Haslund o Alma Hedin 23 Novemnber 1929
SHFA.

3z, Since the beglnning of the 19008 Danish,
Swedish and Norweglan missionaries had op
ated thrpugh diverse Protestant Christian so
etesin the north of China and lnher Mongol
Thie Danish Mission, Danisk Missions Selskab
{DMVES was active in China since 1803, and in
186 - along with Irish and Scottish Presbyte
ans - they settled in the sastern par of the
Lizadong Peninsula at Lishun{Port Arthir]
and Tatan (Dairen) in the south east coastal
area In then Manchuria, Later on - reaching
into the era of (the Japanese) Manchuko - ths
Danish Mission became the leading Christia
Mission in the-area from Dalren in the south
Harbin in the notth (Hviid Jensen 3o0s), The
Danish Mission was only marginally in contz
with the Danish exploters in Mongolia most
probably due ta their lecations off the main
scene of activities of the explorers which Jay
and around Peling and the toad out westwal
The Norwegkan mission operated pritmarnily
from Urga.and before the 1924 revalution,

33, Llusglinttar 1.8, 1530,

34 For details of the Swedish Mongol Mission
[. M, Dllén 1g21; Fo A, Larson 1930; Ollén & Eril
500 1943; Marthinson 1985; Jagchid 190, 267,
Ohborg ooz and 2003, Cdalberg zoo1; Siden
vall 2000;

35, Haslund to Ingeborg, Ta-Tung @4 January
1927, ESRA,

16, At the time 1 Mexican dollar was equivale
Lo e, 3 US dollars and 2 DEE,

37. Contract of Mt. Hennlng Haslund-Christe
sem, 1 March i1gxy SHEA.

38, Haslund to Ingeborg, Pao-r'ou 3 March 1g:
ESBA.

3. The principal biographies of Sven Hadin a
Wennerholm 1978 and Odetberg sood, bath i
Swedish, A short entre by Sarlin [2006) can b
found in the Swedizh Natlonal Encyclopedia,
An English biography was published by G, Kis
in 1084, Morte hiographies are appearing in
Chinese (See Romgard 2013, 34),

40. The thesis wastitled Der Demavend nach
eigener Beobachtung, 1892,

4L Fhilippe Fordt offers the full story in his
wark La veritabie historie dume montagne plus gran:
gueeIHimalaya (2004] where he fully verifes
Hedin's data,
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£ T8 sccounts of Olufsen's expeditions were
St by Fihl (2002 in the pressnt Carls-
= Soundstion's Nomad Research Seriss,
o the nineteenth century Western
Eterz also named the region “Chiness
Eie=tan'! or "Chinese Tartary',
% o d Hikanson 100g.
SR sources for the expedition are nurei-
= Sees and foremost the series of acholarty
ot from thie expedition as mentioned
= The fllowing works offer fine abstracts
e peeparations, the implementation and
Emesuirs Hedin 1ga2; Montell 1035: Montsl]
B Semtebetz 1991 Moberg 1951 Two recent
Ees svamine the role of the Sino-Swadish
g=tinion: fohansson (2012] In relation to the
===y of sinilogy In Sweden; and Romgard
=S sehich from a histary-of-seiatice perspec-
B o==ts 2 comprehensive analysis of Sing-
B collabaration in the field disciplines in
=Sewt quarter of the twentiech century,
St the tesults were made available in
S 1040 I fhe series Erhnography (VIID,
SRaes Christensen 1943 arid Sybwan 1944, For
senoeTaphic collections, see Wahlquisr
=
==slend t9 Hedin, Hami 18 December 1927.
B Srchives
E2=g wae killed ar 2 dinmer party by a Chi-
= Soiitical sppanent who strove for his posi-
= == was fdlowed by Jin Shuren {1928-1933),
S5 many respects upset the sthnic and po-
== Bat=nce thar Yang had managsd to up-
== e provinee since 1912 Jir's palitics led
=== rebeliion in 19311932 and finsliyto his
=293 (Miillward £ Tursun 3004, 71},
=s==5t o Hedin, none of the other mem-
E==cionated the Tungans or Uyghurs by
= mames [nstead they referred to therm a5
== ot “Tarkis”, as was common practice
B Westerners at the time. Both groups are
e avid of Turkic background, hat with
=== Turkic originsizee Millward & Perdue
= TEOps 2004, 242-243),
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50 [ 18 worth nioeicing that anthropomettics
was abligatory reading for anthropalogy
students in Denmark until the early 1960s.

51, Hasiund transcribed thedr locality-as: Khara
Shar (1935), later as Qara Shar (1943),

52, The title "Cegen Hutukthu" signifies that
Sin Chin (semetimes written by Hastund as
"Setsen Gegen”| was thia relncarnation of a
deity, in the cage the Afh incamatlon of the
Tiger god, and - moveaver - son of Akhe Khan,
the mythical ancestar of 44 Torgut Mongals, In
Zmagan (1935} Haslund also refers to Sin Chin
Cegen as “Tojn lama” or “Tejn gegen”, "the
noble and telncarmnated lama®. Sin Chin Gegen
was killed by Cliinese soldievsin 1933 during
the rebellioys years 19321034,

51 Haslund to Hedin 11 Nevember 1928, SHTA,
54. Letrers from Haslund co Hedin: 28 Ocrober,
3 Novernber, and 11 Novemnber, 1028, SHEA. See
also Hedin 10434, 20,

&5. Haslund 1o Hedin, 11 November 1928, SHFA:
6. The Collection 1 {2 located at the Stare
Sound and Image Archive in Stockhoim (see
Erler 2001, 165}

57- Manuscripe for lactuere 21 March 10g1.

58. See reviews by Hedln (19352) and Mislsén
(19351

59. [nv. Mo, 16749.21.1-144 at the Emographic
Musenan ln Stockholme For a detailed descrip-
tion of the temple yurt and rhe related 144
abfects, see Montell 1932 - which [s a catalogue
of the firstexhibition displaving the collecrions
of the Sing-Swedish expedition in Stockhalm in
1932,

6o, Contract of g September 1929. SHEA.

61, Bent Erils-Johansen was engaged in the
expedition in 1929-1531

&2, Letter from Haslund to Hedin, Tlensisn

7 January 1930. See alse letters from Haslund ta

Hedin 25 Decemnber and 27 Decembier 1o2g,
SHEA,

b3, Letter from Alma to Hagjund 34 4
SHFA.

64, Hashund to Mammis, 1 March 1930 HCPP
65, Handwrirren lists found in H-C.PR

6. From Haslund to Hedin, 1 March, 1930
SHFA.

7. Haslund to Mammie 30 May 1930, H-COR,
68, Ofticer and political agent in Kastmir in the
19308 Sthombery was larer known as author of
sgries of books on hisexploratory craveie in the
Himalayas, Haslund was ebvlously acqualnzed
with Schiomberg, but whether their relation-
ship was based on a recent correspondence, or
whether they kad actually met bt England in
the earty 19208 prior to Hashund departure ta
Mongolia 48 not certain, Their relatjonship
lasted all through Haslund'sTifs,

G, Haslund to Mammie 30 May 1930, H-C.PP,
ro. Hastund to Hedin 15 July 1030, SHEA,

71 A Dandsh yearbook with CVs of profminent
Danes.

72 Lennart Edelberg to Rolf Cilberg, 26 Cetober
ta78, ESBA, Uf Frederiksen 2001, 128-120.

73- For Haslund's aceount of the event, ses
Hastund-Christensen 1245, 237-250.

74, Haslund to Mammie, 11 Jangary 1031
H-C.Pp

75 Haslund to Mammie 1 March 1931, H-C.PR

ER e

2 Equivalent to o DKE 150,000,

b, See also Basbar (Batbayar), 1999, 99 for presanpt-
day borders in relation ta the “Uriankhain Frontier
Reglan®. For reference to the barger strife; sea ibid.,
185-145. The area was considered an “Eldorado™ for
the Russians living there, and after 1924 it was
claimed as a Russian colony,

. The-diaries were published in the journal of the
Danish Mongollan Soclety, Ger nos. 65-58, 2008
009,

d: Peking Septemiber 25, 1935 Ces. ). N, 17, 01




